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 MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Kings Park Festival goes wild today 
 A free community concert opens the month-long festival 

 About 600,000 visitors expected to flock to attractions 
 

Environment Minister Albert Jacob will open the 2015 Kings Park Festival today with a 
community concert among spectacular gardens of wildflowers. 
 
Mr Jacob said the Kings Park Festival, which runs throughout September, was expected to 
welcome 600,000 visitors for a varied program including free Santos Live musical concerts, 
family events, guided walks, exhibitions, roving performers, ‘funky trunk’ decorated trees, and 
beautiful gardens of wildflowers. 
 
The 2015 festival theme ‘Beauty Rich and Rare’ celebrates the beauty and diversity of Western 
Australian plants. It also marks the 50th anniversary of the Western Australian Botanic Garden 
in Kings Park. 
 
Since it began in 1965, the State’s Botanic Garden has focused on collecting and cultivating 
native plants for display. Mr Jacob said 25 per cent of Western Australian plant species could 
now be found in the Botanic Garden. 
 
“This is a remarkable achievement, given the size of the State and enormous diversity of 
species,” he said. “Kings Park is the only place many of us are likely to see many of these 
plants.” 
 
“The Kings Park Festival offers an opportunity to come and enjoy some time outdoors in this 
beautiful natural environment. Perhaps visitors will also gain a little appreciation for the plants 
that are so unique to Western Australia and the role we can all play in helping to conserve it.” 
 
In honour of the 50th anniversary, a new variety of golden Kangaroo Paw has been released by 
the Kings Park plant breeding program.  ‘Anniversary Gold’ is in bloom in the Botanic Garden 
during the festival. 
 
The Festival is presented by the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority and Friends of Kings 
Park, with the support of major festival partner Santos, Lotterywest and The West Australian. 
 
View the Festival website at www.kingsparkfestival.com.au or follow the festival news on the 
Kings Park and Botanic Garden Facebook page. 
 

Fact File 

 Free Santos Live music concerts are on 5,6 and 13 September 2015 

 Santos Live also presents the Fantastic Faraway Festival for children on 12 
September 

 The wildflower garden beds on show take three years to prepare 
 3,000 different types of plants will be on display during the Festival 
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