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Section 5: Appendices 

Appendix 1 – BGPA Stakeholders 
The BGPA recognises that support and contributions from the community, government 
and private organisations is essential in achieving the BGPA’s outcomes. The BGPA 
is greatly appreciative of the support and involvement of these various organisations 
that contribute resources to Kings Park and Botanic Garden and Bold Park for major 
projects, events and research. 
 
BGPA Volunteers 
Friends of Bold Park Bushland Inc Friends 
of Kings Park Inc  
Honour Avenues Group  
Kings Park Volunteer Guides Inc 
Kings Park Volunteer Master Gardeners. 

BGPA Sponsors 
Lotterywest 
Friends of Kings Park 
Rio Tinto Iron Ore 
Santos 
Synergy 
Variety WA 
West Australian Newspapers 

BGPA Commercial Operators 
Aboriginal Art Gallery 
Fraser’s Restaurant Complex (inc 
Botanical Cafe and Fraser’s Kiosk) 
Indigenous Heritage Tours, Kings Park 
Mellen Events 
Moonlight Cinema 
Next Generation Kings Park  
Royal Kings Park Tennis Club 
Perth City Sightseeing 
Prompt Corner 
Shakespeare WA 
Stickybeaks Cafe 
Zamia Café  

Associated Volunteer and 
Community Organisations 
Birdlife Australia Inc  
BGPA Indigenous Reference Group  
Cambridge Coastcare 
Vietnam Veterans Association WA Branch 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Trustees 
Wardens of the State War Memorial 
Wildflower Society of Western Australia   

Local, State and Federal 
Government 
AGWEST  
Building Management and Works 
City of Perth 
City of Nedlands 
City of Subiaco 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
Department of Commerce 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation 
Department of Finance 
Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services 
Department of Indigenous Affairs 
Department of Planning 
Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Department of State Development 
Department of Transport 
Department of Treasury 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
Horizon Power 
Main Roads WA 
Office of the Auditor General 
Perth Zoo 
Public Sector Commission 
Public Transport Authority 
Shire of Bruce Rock 
Shire of Corrigin 
Shire of Westonia 
State Solicitors Office 
Swan River Trust 
Synergy 
Tourism WA 
Town of Cambridge 
Water Corporation 
WA Planning Commission 
WA Police 
Western Power 
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Private Organisations 
Alcoa World Alumina 
Alinta Gas  
Australian Orchid Foundation 
BHP Billiton Iron Ore 
Birla Nifty Pty Ltd 
Catalpa Resources (Westonia Mines Ltd) 
Cliffs Asia Pacific Iron Ore Pty Ltd 
Cockburn Cement 
Gindalbie Metals Limited 
Grange Resources Limited 
Griffin Coal Mining Company Pty Ltd 
Iluka Resources Limited 
Lotterywest  
Newcrest Mining (Telfer) 
OZWEST Pty Ltd 
Rio Tinto Iron Ore 
Rocla Quarry Products 
Shark Bay Resources Pty Ltd 
Trawalla Foundation 
Umwelt 
Worsley Alumina 

Schools and Universities 
Australian National University 
Curtin University 
Kasetsart University, Thailand 
Murdoch University 
Sheffield University, UK 
St Louis University, USA 
The University of Western Australia 
University of Madrid, Spain 
University of Noumea 
University of Pavia, Italy 
University of Regensburg, Germany 

Natural History Institutions 
Adelaide Botanic Garden 
Australian National Botanic Garden 
Korean National Arboretum 
Millennium Seed Bank, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew UK 
Arriyadh Development Authority 
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Appendix 2 – Volunteer Group Reports 
Friends of Bold Park Bushland 
The Friends of Bold Park Bushland was founded in 1987, making 2012 our 25th 

anniversary. Norma Calcutt and I were happy to receive badges and certificates from 
the BGPA, recognising 25 years of active service. Norma has recently retired from the 
Committee due to family commitments and we are grateful for her huge efforts in 
setting up the office and establishing the guided walks program, which were long-term 
goal of hers.  

The Executive Committee 
In the past year the Executive Committee has: produced two newsletters and an 
events bulletin; communicated with members and the public via our office phone, 
email and website (we are part of the BGPA’s site); liaised with other ‘Friends of’ 
groups and networks in our district, as well as the Conservation Council and the Urban 
Bushland Council; provided the BGPA with feedback on its planning and management 
activities in the park; maintained an office located at Perry House; and lobbied on 
planning and other matters, such as the continued existence of the Stephenson 
Highway road reserve that bisects the northern part of the park.  
The Committee’s specific activities included: 

• Completing our office fit-out with the installation of a printer-copier and 
purchase of a laptop. 

• Working with other local community groups and local government agencies to 
establish the Bush to Beach Trail that passes through Bold Park en route 
between Kings Park and Cottesloe (The trail was officially opened last 
November). 

• In the March State election, canvassing the views of Churchlands candidates 
on the continued existence of Stephenson Highway through the northern part of 
the park, and letting our members know their opinions. 

• Providing a submission on the Town of Cambridge’s proposals to expand the 
quarry amphitheatre. 

• Organising our inaugural Open Day. 

Open Day 
In May 2013 we held our inaugural Open Day, which aimed 
to generate an increased interest in Bold Park, and to 
encourage people to get involved with the Friends and other 
local conservation groups. The focus was on families, with a 
variety of hands on nature-based activities of interest to 
children, and a series of walks in the park and around the 
grounds of the WA Ecology Centre where the event was 
held.  
 

A range of nature based activities were 
arranged for the Friends of Bold Park 
inaugural Open Day. 

Photo: J Crandell 
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Displays, activities and walks were presented by Friends’ subgroups, as well as by the 
WA Wildflower Society, BirdLife Australia WA, the WA Naturalists Club, the Town of 
Cambridge and the BGPA. In addition, we hired animal handlers to appear with WA 
reptiles, and a Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. These live creatures were of immense 
interest to children in particular. Free morning tea was provided by the Friends.  
Thanks mainly to a combination of fine weather and excellent publicity in the local and 
state newspapers, a very large number of people from both local suburbs and the 
wider Perth area attended – around 380. About 200 people joined one of the four 
walks. We are confident that the Open Day will have achieved its purpose, and it is 
likely that similar events will be held again.         

Guided Walks Program 
Our guided walks program has now been running for around two and half years. We 
have a team of 15 trained guides who led three walks a month, with more in spring, 
and last summer we held two very popular sunset walks each month. Thirty walks 
were conducted during the year.  
Walks generally started at the Tuart Car Park, with most guides taking their group by 
Reabold Hill, although guides sometimes led a less strenuous walk via Camel Lake. 
Last August walks were taken from near Wollaston, on Rochdale Road, to view 
regrowth in the sites of the previous summer’s fires.  

Attendance on guided walks almost doubled 
from 245 (for 2011/12), to 405 attending during 
the same period in 2012/13. The sunset walks 
attracted a maximum of 41 walkers for a March 
walk. The marked increase in attendance was 
thanks to the arrangement whereby our local 
newspaper, the ‘Post’, published a story and 
photo for the coming month’s walks. These 
were prepared by the BGPA. The excellent 
quality of the walks provided by our very 
friendly guides was also a factor, as word-of-
mouth brought new people, while others 
returned for subsequent walks.  

The guides met as a group most months to discuss business, hold workshops and 
hear from an invited presenter, who have included: Vanda Longman, on trees and 
insects in the park; Bryce Wells and Sue Mather, from Birdlife Australia, on birds of 
Bold Park (this included a separate early morning field trip); and Dr Neville Marchant, 
on our flora’s resilience to climate and regeneration after fire. These monthly sessions 
helped to keep the guides together as a cohesive group, and have provided them with 
new information to share with walkers. The guides’ Continuing Education Program will 
now be open to the whole membership as we feel that the speakers are of a very high 
calibre and warrant a bigger audience. 

  

A group attending one of the Friends of Bold 
Park guided walks, with a stop at the Reabold 
Hill lookout.  

Photo: S Clegg 
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Bushland Regeneration Activities 
The Friends’ bushcare work site is known as the Eastern Gateway, and is located just 
inside the Tuart Carpark entrance on Perry Lakes Drive. It comprises a small fraction 
of the whole park, but it has been a helpful strategy for us to have focused our efforts 
on a single, highly visible and highly accessible site for the past 20 years or so, 
beginning before the BGPA was established. Our volunteers work very closely with 
BGPA staff based in Bold Park. 
Throughout last winter, a team of seven volunteers 
worked two mornings per month, concentrating on 
removing Euphorbia and gladioli from the Eastern 
Gateway site. In June 1,420 seedlings were planted 
in the Eastern Gateway restoration site, with tree 
guards around 340 of these. Planters comprised 
four BGPA staff members and ten members of the 
Friends. At the end of the season we recorded the 
survival rates for the plantings. In summer, seeds 
were collected from Anigozanthos manglesii, 
Melaleuca systena, Calothamnus quadrifidus, 

Allocasuarina humilis, Eucalyptus petrensis and 
Eucalyptus foecunda. These will be grown to provide 
plants for future planting in the park.   

Adopt-a-Highway Program 
We continued our involvement in the Adopt-a-Highway program, with a small group 
meeting quarterly to collect rubbish from the West Coast Highway frontage of the park. 
About 20 – 30 large bags of rubbish were collected each time and were later picked 
up by Town of Cambridge staff. This valuable activity helps to keep this very visible 
edge of the park looking cared for and respectable. 

Thanks 
Thanks to all the BGPA staff who have assisted us in the past year, especially to 
Melissa Mykytiuk and Veronica Newbury, and to Jacqui Kennedy, who held a very 
useful workshop with our guides. We have also welcomed Madeleine Kelly, as new 
front counter person at Bold Park.    
Thanks are also due to all our active members – those on the Executive Committee, 
our bushcare team, our highway rubbish pickup team, and our guides.   
This year particular thanks go to the very large number of members who assisted with 
our inaugural Open Day, helping to make it an enormous success. 

Stephanie Clegg 
President, Friends of Bold Park Bushland (Inc) 
 

One of the Friends of Bold Park planting days in the 
Eastern Gateway site.  

Photo: S Clegg 
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Friends of Kings Park  
The Friends of Kings Park has continued to partner with BGPA during the 2012/13 
financial year to ensure the experience for all visitors to the Park is improved.  
As we celebrated our 20th anniversary in May this year we reflected on the vast 
achievements resulting from this partnership over this time. With our community 
partner Lotterywest we have attracted over $8.5million in grants for Kings Park 
projects. These projects include the development of the Water Garden, the 
Lotterywest Family area, the Lotterywest Federation Walkway, the Place of Reflection, 
the Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park facility and numerous Kings Park Festivals. 
Over the same period we have also provided over $535,000 to Kings Park from our 
own fundraising activities for projects and research a truly wonderful achievement. 

On 20 June 2013 the Friends committee and staff 
were invited to a meeting of the Board of 
Management for BGPA. As the current President, I 
had the privilege of addressing the Board to 
highlight our involvement in Kings Park over 20 
years. I spoke of the role we have played, the 
funding we have contributed, as well as the many 
thousands of hours given by our members to 
ensure the Park remains one of Australia’s 
foremost Botanic Gardens. In response, the 
Chairman Richard Simpson on behalf of the 
Board, gave the Friends a vote thanks for 20 years 
of partnership and support. The Board regarded 
the involvement of the Friends as “awesome” and 
believed Kings Park a far better place due to 
volunteering and involvement of the Friends.  

Management Committee 
At the 2012 Annual General Meeting in October we were unable to complete the 
election of committee office bearers, and it was deferred until the November general 
meeting. The new committee elected to manage the Friends over the next 12 months 
is as follows: 
President Martin Revell 
Vice President Chris Day (resigned April 2013) 
Treasurer Liz Millward 
Committee member/Magazine Editor Tony Scalzo 
Committee member Pippa Moodie 
Committee member Val Gough 
Committee member Darren Harrop 
Committee member Kim Smith 
Committee member Alex Hew 
Immediate Past President Bob Bunney - Leave of Absence 

from December 2012 to October 2013 
BGPA representative Kirsten Marwick / Larr Rose 

The Friends of Kings Park committee 
were invited to attended the June 
meeting of the BGPA Board of 
Management to outline 20 years of 
support from the Friends and current 
funding projects. 

Photo: D Newcombe 

http://www.friendsofkingspark.com.au/�
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The Friends’ membership has continued grow and totals 1,288, comprising 1,152 
community members and 136 BGPA staff members. The challenge we have is to 
reduce the attrition rate of members not renewing following their initial membership. 
The Committee will continue to look at ways of addressing this problem. 

Members continue to commit themselves to the long term goals of the Friends. This is 
shown by the presentation at the Christmas party of 15 Year Volunteer Badges and 
Certificates to Phyllis Bentley, Elizabeth Forbes and Darren Harrop and 10 Year 
Volunteer Badges and Certificates to Susan Dolgoy, Rosemary Markham, Pippa 
Moodie, Val Preston, Anne Read, Margaret Wood and Lynda Woodhams.   

At our Anniversary meeting in May Certificates of Merit were presented to Megan 
Lloyd and Glenn Cook. Both Megan and Glenn have been stalwarts of the Weekend 
Bushland Carers since the group started in the mid –1990s. I understand some 
members of the group attend just to sample Megan’s cakes for morning tea. Joanne 
Dumaresq was presented with a gift voucher for managing the office while we were 
appointing our new staff members Liz Laurie and Tammy Pinkerton last year and for 
the support she has given to them while they settled into the job. 
In November 2012 we entered Tony Scalzo, our Magazine editor and coordinator of 
the Growing Friends, Weekend Bushland carer and Committee member, in the 
Members of Parliament 2012 National Volunteer Award for the Environment in the 
Curtin Electorate. We attended the office of the Hon Julie Bishop on 13 December for 
the presentation where it was announced Tony had not only won the Environment 
Award but also the Volunteer of the Year Award. This was a wonderful recognition of 
all the work Tony does with the Friends and also the role of the Friends in the broader 
community  
The quarterly plant sales continue to attract a large group of buyers, with gross sales 
exceeding $152,325, representing a small increase on last year. The 2012 Festival 
Plant sale took place during extreme weather conditions which was not ideal for the 
queues of people seeking access to the sale on the Saturday morning. Despite these 
difficulties, we were sold out by Monday afternoon and closed the sale early. Those in 
the queue were in good humour though it is something we will ensure does not 
happen again. In future the Festival Plant sale will be moving to the Exhibition Ground 
where we hold our quarterly sales to allow us more room to accommodate the crowds 
attending the sale.  
The tremendous work undertaken by the Growing Friends is the basis for the 
continued success of our plant sales both in terms of the money raised and the 
excellent reputation enjoyed by the Friends in the high quality and wide range of 
plants species available. Under the leadership of Tony Scalzo, Val Gough and Pippa 
Moodie, the Growing Friends continue to enhance this reputation and uphold the high 
standards set by Kings Park. They are ably assisted by the volunteers who support 
the sales with the setting up and breakdown of the marquee, tables and plants and by 
the sellers on the days, making it a successful team effort. It is with members like this 
we are able to promote the Friends as an volunteer organisation of choice to join and 
support, and raise considerable funds for Kings Park.  
  

http://www.friendsofkingspark.com.au/news/55-congratulations-to-dr-tony-scalzo-for-mp-volunteer-award�
http://www.friendsofkingspark.com.au/news/55-congratulations-to-dr-tony-scalzo-for-mp-volunteer-award�
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The Skyshow on Australia Day was a great success and the Friends collected $8,007, 
which was more than collected last year. The money was used to provide new water 
fountains as part of our funding to Kings Park this year. Visitors who walked over the 
Lotterywest Federation Walkway donated $8,620.90 to the Friends of Kings Park.  

General Meetings 
As part of its commitment to provide members with interesting, up to date information 
on environmental issues and work in progress and achieved through Kings Park, 
members and guests are treated to a different speaker at the general meetings from 
February through to November. Although numbers are sometimes low, the quality of 
the speakers is first class. Many speakers are those who have received Friends’ 
scholarships, talking about their experiences and what they have learned. On behalf of 
the Friends, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our guest speakers this year: 

Meeting Guest Speaker Topic 
12 July 2012 Professor Jonathan Majer 

Department of Environmental 
Biology Curtin University 

Dead standing trees contribute to the 
conservation of arthropods in burnt 
woodland of Kings Park  

9 August 2012 Jim Baker Bibbulmun track 
end to ender  

Bibbulmun track  

8 September 2012 Adam Cross PhD student 
BGPA/UWA 

Kimberley Research part funded by 
Friends of Kings Park 

11 October 2012 
(Annual General 
Meeting) 

Digby Growns  
Senior Plant Breeder 
BGPA  

BGPA plant breeding program. 

8 November 2012 Michael Forte 
Peth City Farm  

Perth City Farm Climate Reality 
Project 

9 February 2013 Jan Bant 
Chairperson 
Friends of the Western 
Swamp Tortoise 

“How can we help the Western 
Swamp Tortoise” 

14 March 2013 Norm Manners 
President  
Honour Avenue Kings Park 
Group 

The Remembrance Plaques of Kings 
Park 
 

14 April 2013 Kings Park Master Gardeners  “Restoring the most extra-ordinary 
thing in the world” - report from the 
inaugural Mary-Rose Paterson 
Scholarship winners 

10 May 2013 
(20th Anniversary 
meeting) 

Emma Dalziel 
PhD student BGPA/UWA 

“The Waterlilies from Nature to 
Naturescape”  
Kimberley Research project part 
funded by Friends of Kings Park 

14 June 2013 Chris Swarts, BGPA, Bold 
Park, Vic Galea Scholarship 
winner 2012 

His visit to Kirstenboch Botanic 
Gardens at Capetown South Africa 
working with the Custodians of Rare 
and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW) 
and the Millennium Seed Bank  
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Scholarships 
The Friends of Kings Park has three scholarships to award on an annual basis: 
The Vic Galea Scholarship is awarded to a staff member of BGPA to develop their 
skills by visiting other Botanic Gardens and promoting Kings Park while at the same 
time increasing their knowledge of their work interest. This year it was awarded to Lisa 
Collyer and Ben Anderson. Lisa will visit the Royal Botanic Gardens in Cranbourne to 
gain an insight into potential Australian bedding plant options for Kings Park. Ben will 
be travelling to the University of Sydney to attend a workshop on phylogenic analysis. 
We look forward Lisa and Ben addressing a future Friends’ General Meeting with the 
results of their visits. 
The Tom Alford Scholarship is the formerly named Friends of Kings Park 
Scholarship, it has been renamed in recognition of years of dedication and leadership 
Tom has given to the Friends. This scholarship was awarded for the first time in 2013 
year under its new name. As no applications had been received for this scholarship in 
2012, the money was carried over and four awards each of $1000 were presented. 
The recipients were volunteers Jane Tucker, Glenda Prideaux, Tony Lightman and 
Caroline Carlton.  
The Mary-Rose Paterson Scholarship was awarded for the first time in 2012 and 
this year the recipients were volunteers Jeanine Russell and John Gardner. 
The recipients of both the Tom Alford and the Mary-Rose Scholarships will be 
attending the 13th Australasian Conference of Volunteer Guides in Botanic Gardens 
Conference in Christchurch New Zealand later in the year. We look forward to them 
returning from Christchurch and briefing us on the outcomes of the conference. 

Support and funding for Other Projects 
The Friends continued its partnership with Lotterywest to support the 2012 Wildflower 
Festival. 
The Friends also had great pleasure in providing funding from our own sources to 
support a science project looking at Spinifex managed by BGPA, a new soil trolley for 
the nursery and the seven new drinking fountains. The total funding provided for these 
projects was $47,000. For the second year we won a grant from Volunteering WA to 
promote all BGPA volunteer organisations during Volunteer Week which happily 
coincided with our May 2013 Plant sale. A marquee was erected and the Volunteer 
Guides, Master Gardeners, Honour Avenue Group and the Friends of Bold Park were 
all present to promote their organisation to the visitors and attendees to the Plant 
Sale. To complement this, a grant was won from Lotterywest to provide refreshments 
for all the volunteers, which included a muffin, piece of fruit and a coffee from the 
coffee van, which was a nice way to celebrate volunteering in Kings Park. 
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In September 2012 we entered the Orange Seed Project, a joint initiative between 
Jack in the Box and the West Australian newspaper which was open to not for profit 
organisations to assist them in promoting themselves to the wider community. We 
were shortlisted from the original 60 applicants to the final ten. Once selected in the 
final ten, we were asked to produce a 90 second video on what we do and how we do 
it. Tammy Pinkerton and Liz Laurie organised with local media people to produce the 
video. The result was a unique video that was submitted for a public vote via the 
internet. We attended a presentation evening at the Perth Belltower in which we were 
shortlisted in the final five. The Friends was one of the four runners up, with the winner 
being the Perth Bone and Tissue Bank. To be in the final five shortlist of winnerswas 
beyond our expectations and meant we received a $1,000 cheque plus a $20,000 in-
kind media package from the West Australian. 

Friends’ Groups Activities 
The Growing Friends as mentioned earlier continue to produce broad range of 
excellent quality plants in large numbers. It is an ongoing process for the group as 
they look at ways to improve the presentation of the plants at the sales with new photo 
labelling and descriptions. There is also a continuing need for the group to organise 
training sessions for new volunteers while them same time allowing the present 
members to improve their skills in different areas such as grafting. 
The Orchid Growing Group continues to assist the BGPA’s science staff with repotting 
of the orchid collection and the plants are multiplying and growing strongly in the 
glasshouse. The Group would like to thank Dr David Merritt, Dr Kingsley Dixon and 
Grady Brand for their dedication and guidance throughout the year. 
The Bushland Carers Group is the quiet contributor to the bushland as all the hard work 
takes time to come to the attention of visitors. The members of this group have been 
involved over a long period of time and the committee thanks them for their dedication and 
effort. The Committee thanks Glenn Cook, Megan Lloyd and Alex Hew for their leadership 
roles and BGPA staff for their support of this group.  
The Botanic Garden Carers assist in providing a major show of plants to visitors within 
Kings Park and Botanic Garden by assisting in replanting and weeding the gardens, to 
ensure the visitor experience to Kings Park is enhanced by the species on display. 
The Naturescapers group was formed to be actively involved in the daily operations of 
Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park and we now have 32 Naturescapers, although this 
number is down from last year. There is plenty of opportunities for new members to 
volunteer in this area. 
The Office Carers continue to ensure all members receive their newsletters and 
magazines on time. The group meet at the Main Lodge regularly to pack all the 
envelopes with the monthly information and new member packs. We have a growing 
number of members who receive their newsletters by email and this is reducing the 
costs of posting out on a monthly basis. 
  

http://2012.theorangeseedproject.com.au/view/finalists�
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Magazine/Calendar 
Once again, this year, our Magazine Editor, Tony Scalzo and Graphic Designers, 
Rosalie Okely and Ji Min have created a wonderful calendar and continue to produce 
the Friends of Kings Park quarterly magazine, For People and Plants. Our 
appreciation goes out to Tony for his dedication and all the contributors to the 
magazine. 

Botanic Gardens and Park Authority 
On behalf of the Friends of Kings Park, I take this 
opportunity to acknowledge and thank Chief Executive 
Officer, Mark Webb, Director of Business and Visitor 
Services, Marcelle Broderick and all the BGPA staff for the 
support they provided to the Friends and Friends’ Groups, 
throughout the year and over the past twenty years.  

Staff and support to the Friends 
I would like to acknowledge and say thank you for the 
support provided to me, the Committee, and to members by 
the Friends Office Administrator, Liz Laurie and Membership and Events Officer 
Tammy Pinkerton.   
I would like to acknowledge the assistance, accounting advice and hard work from the 
Friends’ Auditor, Bruce Donald and thank him for his continued willingness to provide 
this assistance. 
I would like to thank all our members, who contribute in so many ways and without 
whom we would not be able to support Kings Park to the extent we are able to do. It is 
a pleasure to represent our members and their involvement, energy, commitment and 
the enthusiasm and life they bring to the Friends is sincerely appreciated.  
See you in the Park. 

Martin Revell 
President, Friends of Kings Park 
 

The BGPA organised new billboard 
signage near Mounts Bay Road in 
recognition of the Friends’ 20th 
Anniversary.  

Photo: M Revell 
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Kings Park Volunteer Guides 
The Kings Park Volunteer Guides have been providing a service to Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden and the community for 28 years. At the end of this financial year there 
were 122 Guides available for duty. In addition, three have 12 months leave of 
absence, and one is on extended sick leave. 
During the last twelve months the Guides in the Visitor Information Centre (VIC) have 
addressed 47,267 over the counter enquiries. They have carried out 6,687 hours of 
regular duties in the Visitor Information Centre and on guided walks. In addition to this, 
some 35 Guides have given over 4,298 hours to extra duties, making a total of 10,985 
hours. These included:  

• Committee meetings and the accompanying work involved. 
• Organising and implementing Guide assessment (TEG – Team for Evaluating 

Guides). 
• Compiling rosters for general duties and those during the Kings Park Festival. 
• Publishing the Guides’ Newsletter. 
• Organising ongoing education for Guides 
• Conducting refresher walks for Guides. 
• Coordinating the Guides’ Lending Library and reference books. 
• Flower arranging for displays in the VIC. 
• Organising the Guides Social Calendar. 
• Preparing and conducting the 2013 Guide Training Course. 
• Speaking on invitation at local community group meetings. 

In addition, the writing and illustration of the book ‘About Kings Park’ by one of our 
most experienced Guides, in collaboration with her fellow Guide and husband, 
involved many hundreds of hours. In general, the Guides have contributed in a most 
dedicated and committed manner to the benefit of the BGPA and the community at 
large.  

Visitor Information Centre 
The Kings Park Visitor Information Centre has opened 
daily (except Christmas Day) from 9.30am to 4pm. Two 
Guides are on duty on each of the two shifts covering the 
opening hours. 
The Guides and the BGPA have continued to carry out 
improvements to the Information Centre to make it more 
attractive to visitors and to facilitate its use by the Guides.  
The Public Information Computer terminal (PIE) has been 
removed to allow for more space as it was under utilised, 
a Duress Alarm System installed and a trolley for general 
use has been provided by the BGPA.  
  

The Kings Park Guides see thousands of 
visitors every year though the visitor 
information centre. 

Photo: A Russell 
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The Guides’ Procedure book is in the process of being revised. The display areas are 
fully utilised to allow visitors to view large posters of features of the park, to browse a 
range of pamphlets and brochures about the park and selected tourist attractions in 
the city, and to watch a video showing park scenes. Many of the park brochures have 
been developed in conjunction with or at the request of Guides. The lending library 
continues to be well utilised. A monthly update report of important notifications 
regarding the park is provided by a BGPA Park Management Officer and is well 
received.   
This year, an ‘Observation’ book has been reinstituted in the VIC to allow for Guides to 
note the appearance of seasonal changes and flowerings. This will facilitate, in 
particular, learning for the new Guides and will benefit all Guides in general. 
A daily record has been kept of the number of visitor contacts. The statistics for the 
year show a total of 47,267 contacts in the Visitor Information Centre by visitors from 
every continent (down from 54,521 in 2011/12, which may be a reflection of the high 
Australian dollar discouraging overseas tourists). There were also many phone 
enquiries. 
The lightweight folding wheelchair purchased by the Guides for (free) use by visitors to 
the park continues to be a great help to visitors.  

Free Guided Walks 
Our program of two free guided walks every day at 10.00am 
and 2.00pm, with a noon walk running every month except July 
and August, has continued. The regular walks take visitors into 
the bushland, in the appropriate seasons, and into the Botanic 
Garden and the formal part of the park all the year round. Again 
this year, the suspension of the usual walk pattern during the 
annual Kings Park Festival allows the provision of three free 
walks each day, two in the Nature Trail in the bushland, and one 
at midday into the Botanic Garden; a timetable that has proved 
very popular. 
When requested, the Guides also undertook Walks by Request 
for groups larger than 10 in number, or people with special 
interests. The BGPA has a small per capita charge for these 
walks. This year Walks by Request excluded school groups 
which are now catered for by Kings Park Education. There was 
an increase in the demand during the Kings Park Festival.  
  

“Had a lovely 
morning, what a top 
journey. Walking 

through the bush on 
a lovely Perth day 

was just glorious. 
Two of the best 
guides ever.” 

 

“Scott was an 
excellent guide 

volunteer for our 
10am walk around 

Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden.” 
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During this financial year the Guides undertook 1,076 guided walks with more than 
7,600 participants. 

Number of Walkers 2011/12 2012/13 

Free Guided Walks 6,356 7,133 

Special Walks 1,236 561  

Total Walkers 7,592 7,694  

Numbers of walkers vary according to the weather – fewer walkers if it is wet or windy 
or very hot and a significant increase during the wildflower season. The September 
2012 walks were very well attended with 2,545 walkers noted. 

Effect of the Climate on the Bushland Areas 
Guides do not take visitors into the bushland during the summer but as winter 
approaches, bush walks begin again. The walks take visitors into areas which have 
been affected by the recent, ongoing hot, dry summers and winters which are 
struggling to reach previous rainfall averages. The bushland has been stressed and 
some trees look quite dead, in parts giving the bushland a dry appearance. Guides 
showing visitors the bushland are able to discuss climate and the environment, and its 
effect on native flora. Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park continues to be a great 
drawcard and gives the Guides another opportunity to direct visitors, especially those 
with children to a rewarding environmental experience. 

Health and Safety 
The Guides co-operate very closely with the BGPA staff who have the statutory duty 
of ensuring that health and safety requirements are met. Guides are mindful of visitors’ 
safety when in walking groups and advise them of possible risks during the 
introduction before the start of the walk. 
An amendment to the Kings Park Guides By-laws in November 2012 included the 
prerogative of the BGPA to cancel walks according to weather conditions. With the 
extremely hot weather conditions in January 2013, guided walks were cancelled on 
several days.  

Further Education 
All Guides are expected to update their knowledge and skills and to know the latest 
relevant information about the park and the flora. To this end we have a group email 
notification process so that important news can be circulated rapidly.  
We also have ten meetings a year which all Guides are strongly encouraged to attend. 
Talks by guest speakers are of high quality and are much appreciated by Guides. We 
are grateful to the speakers both from BGPA staff and from beyond Kings Park who 
give freely of their time and expertise. 
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Following each meeting there is usually a walk in the park that follows up and enlarges 
upon the talk at the General Meeting. A summary of the talk and the follow-up activity 
is published in the monthly newsletter which is posted to all Guides, Associate Guides 
and relevant BGPA staff. Other articles with further educational content are also 
included. 
A 14 week Guide Training Course was conducted in 2013, from March to May, with 22 
new Guides being graduated. This training course involved dedicated Guides, who as 
educators, mentors, assessors and support people, prepared for and conducted a 
program of history, botany, skills training in guiding, and practical assessment. It was 
extremely well received. The Guides are very grateful for the encouragement and 
support from the BGPA staff. 

Evaluation 
The compulsory program for evaluating the quality of the services Guides provide to 
visitors has continued and now seems to be accepted as necessary to ensure that the 
standards of our performance match the expectations of visitors.  
Elections to form the Team Evaluating Guides (TEG) are conducted periodically. TEG 
is a body of ten experienced Guides elected by the whole group who give extra 
voluntary time to observe and assess the quality of service given by each individual 
Guide. The TEG member quietly evaluates a Guide on duty and then provides 
confidential feedback, usually over a cup of coffee, and may also offer guidance and 
support and listen to any guiding problems that the Guide may want to put forward. 
The TEG process aims to ensure all Guides meet the highest standards in keeping 
with our quality assurance. On the whole, Guides find being assessed a very positive, 
though sometimes stressful, experience and the standard of guiding remains very 
high. The Comments Book entries written by visitors generally reflect their reactions to 
the beauty of Kings Park and Botanic Garden, and also often compliment the Guides 
who lead the walks and offer assistance in the Visitor Information Centre. 

Uniforms 
As much of our time is spent out of doors, our uniform shirts have long sleeves, we 
have wide brimmed hats and are encouraged to wear sunscreen, all of which offer 
protection against ultra-violet radiation in the course of our duties. This provides an 
important example to the public. The BGPA has also made sunscreen freely available 
to visitors at the Information Centre. This year the Guides have each been provided 
free of charge with a new uniform shirt that has the BGPA logo plainly visible. Each 
Guide is also provided with a hat and bag (with the BGPA logo) from the Guide funds. 
This uniform gives conformity to the professional appearance of the Guides and allows 
them to be easily recognisable when on duty. 

Social 
An excursion or tour to a place of social or historical interest is organised on at least 
nine occasions for the Guides during the year. This gives them an opportunity to 
develop their knowledge base and socialise with their colleagues. 
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The Lodge 
The Main Lodge, at the Fraser Avenue entry to Kings Park, continues to be used by 
the volunteer groups who work in Kings Park and Botanic Garden. Each group has its 
own room. There is a main room for meetings and a large central area. The BGPA has 
generously provided the Guides with a computer and printer and there is a 
photocopier provided also in the central area which is very well used. The 
bookshelves in the main room have been refurbished to house a large number of 
books that have been transferred from the library in the Biodiversity Conservation 
Centre. This year the Guides’ room has been reorganised utilising second-hand 
bookshelves that were available from elsewhere in the Lodge. Having all the volunteer 
groups with offices in the same building encourages friendly interaction which 
engenders a co-operative working spirit. 
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The Guides take visitors on 
daily guided walks. 
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Kings Park Volunteer Master Gardeners 
A milestone in the history of the Volunteer Master Gardeners 
(VMGs) was celebrated in September 2012 when we marked 
the occasion of our 15th Anniversary. VMGs, past and present, 
and invited guests attended morning tea at Synergy Parkland. 
The event had a ‘Waltzing Matilda’ theme and it was an 
opportunity to thank all those staff members and others who 
support the work of the VMGs.  
To mark the occasion a plaque has been positioned in Synergy 
Parkland near a grove of Coolibah trees, Eucalyptus victrix, 
which was designated on behalf of the BGPA for this purpose. 
During the year the VMGs contributed around 4,432 volunteer 
hours to Kings Park. The year concluded with the BGPA 
Christmas Party for Volunteers in December at which Ethel 
Lucas received the first VMG 15-year badge. 

Home gardening 
Advice to home gardeners on the growing of native plants continues to be the main 
objective of the Volunteer Master Gardeners. Opportunities for home gardeners to ask 
questions are provided thrice weekly by telephoning or emailing the Gardening 
Advisory Service; monthly by attending Dig it with Coffee sessions, quarterly at the 
Friends of Kings Park Plant Sales and annually during the Kings Park Festival. 
Additional training on the use of email was given to VMGs during the year. This year 
we dealt with more than 4,034 queries, a significant increase compared with 2,860 in 
2011/12. 
A Backyard Botanicals garden was formally opened in 2010 at Synergy Parkland and 
continues to grow and delight visitors. In this garden it is intended to show a range of 
native WA plants suitable for home gardens. We are assisting in the preparation of 
plant-care notes that provide information on growing the plants in home gardens. To 
date notes on twenty-one plants have been listed on the BGPA website (plus notes on 
the ten small eucalypts featured at the 2012 Festival) and additional plant-care notes 
are being processed ready for inclusion.  
The Dig it with Coffee sessions held at Zamia Café have grown and matured this last 
year. Members of the public are invited to join a Kings Park horticulturalist and two 
VMGs to learn and talk about aspects of home gardening. During the year the 
sessions are held monthly and during the Festival in September they take place 
weekly. These sessions have continued to increase in popularity with several ‘new’ 
BGPA horticulturalists participating in the program.   

  

Kings Park Volunteer Master 
Gardeners in the new grove 
dedicated to them to celebrate their 
15th Anniversary. 

Photo: BGPA 
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Bush Garden 
The Bush Garden, planted with species of plants local to Kings Park, is thriving—
although it can appear otherwise in the hot summer months. More than two hundred 
seedlings propagated by VMGs have been planted this year. All the plants are 
growing without additional water. A dedicated group of Volunteer Master Gardeners 
works on Tuesdays throughout the year in the development and maintenance of the 
garden and as a result we are always rewarded with a magnificent, colourful display in 
spring. Data about the ninety species in the garden are being collected and monitoring 
includes growth of plants, flowering periods, survival rates and natural recruitment. 
The Bush Garden activities for 2012 ended with a morning tea attended by around 
twelve staff, including the CEO and two of the BGPA Directors. 

Projects 
The VMGs participated in a number of BGPA projects. We appreciate and value these 
opportunities to be included in the work of Kings Park in this way. 
The Volunteer Master Gardeners are still very involved with Kings Park’s Plant 
Development program with different groups working on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. We are helping BGPA plant breeders to work on several species—
cleaning seeds, propagating, potting up, collecting pollen, cleaning labels and 
maintaining the area. This is a popular programme for Volunteer Master Gardeners so 
there is a waiting list for those who are interested in having an opportunity to 
participate. 
Members assist staff and post-graduate students working in the Science area. On 
request they respond to requests for help with activities such as determining seed 
viability using an x-ray machine, cleaning seed and potting-up plants. 
Involvement in translocation programmes for establishing rare and endangered 
species in their natural habitat remains a major aspect of our work. Members, under 
the supervision of Bob Dixon, have worked on cleaning seeds, preparing labels, 
germinating seedlings, planting out, harvesting seeds, monitoring and processing 
collected data. This work can entail long days working on country sites, many times 
with an overnight stay. The main project throughout the year has again been the 
translocation of rare Eremophila resinosa at Westonia. In addition, VMGs are still 
involved in monitoring new recruits of Grevillea scapigera on three different sites in 
Corrigin, although the project has finished. 
On Sunday 19 May 2013, as part of National Volunteer Week, we shared a marquee 
with the other Kings Park volunteer groups including the Friends of Bold Park 
Bushland—each group promoting its merits. This event coincided with a Friends of 
Kings Park plant sale. The VMGs’ offer of a guided walk in the Bush Garden elicited a 
good response and the technique of Xeriscape gardening was explained.   
In July 2012 we had the opportunity to assist Ryan Glowacki and the Kings Park 
Bushland team with restoration planting in the area near the reticulation pond at the 
start of Marri Walk. Among the seedlings planted were Running Postman (Kennedia 
prostrata); Swan River Myrtle (Hypocalymma robustum); Slender Banksia (Banksia 
attenuata) and Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata). 
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Working with other groups 
The Volunteer Master Gardeners have continually sought opportunities to promote the 
beauty and diversity of Western Australian native flora, the work of the BGPA, the 
Volunteer Master Gardeners’ Gardening Advisory Service and the work carried out by 
the other volunteer groups. In 2012/13 we continued to give talks to social and 
gardening groups speaking about Kings Park or about gardening with native plants. 
Our regular collaboration with the Friends of Kings Park continues. Members attend all 
Friends’ plant sales—both the regular sales throughout the year and those during the 
Festival. VMGs are there to assist buyers with their plant selections and to give 
planting and growing tips for the many species on offer. 
For the last few years, the Friends of Kings Park have kindly included a regular 
Volunteer Master Gardeners’ article in their quarterly magazine For People and 
Plants. The articles feature attractive garden plants together with details of their 
propagation and cultivation. 

Participation in Festival activities 
In 2012 our involvement in the annual Kings Park Festival 
continued. Our Festival activities included providing a VMG 
Information Desk, assisting the Friends with their plant sale 
and helping with the Wild Fairyland Festival. We continued a 
roster of ‘roaming’ during the weekends throughout 
September. Again we were involved with the Science 
Directorate’s plant specimen table, from setting-up to 
dismantling. This year we featured ten small eucalypts 
suitable for the home garden and the location of a specimen 
of each of these was shown in a ‘handout’ map of the Park.  
Once again we were involved with Quiz-on-Legs, one of the 
educational activities for schools that are offered during the 
Kings Park Festival. The theme ‘The mysterious world of 
fungi’ was a great success. Students were shown examples 
and photographs of different fungi ranging from edible 
mushrooms to mildews and mould and their importance in 

keeping the bushland in a state of good health was explained. 

Further Education for VMGs 
Our monthly General Meetings provide an opportunity to hear from guest speakers. 
During the year topics included ‘Indigenous Kings Park’; ‘Breeding Grevilleas’; 
‘Interaction of fire and climate change’; ‘21st Century Plant Hunter: looking for 
interesting species across WA’; ‘Bush Food for the Garden’ and ‘Restoration of 
Symonanthus bancroftii: 10 years on’. In addition we had two excellent outings—one 
to the WA Herbarium and the other to Cottesloe to see the techniques used to achieve 
dune restoration undertaken by the Cottesloe Coastcare group. 

  

The Kings Park Volunteer 
Master Gardeners help out 
at the Kings Park Festival 
each year.  

Photo: A Russell 
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Training 
In May 2013 we welcomed 19 new Volunteer Master Gardener trainees. Training 
includes a twice-weekly programme of talks and demonstrations spanning a nine-
week period. This is followed by a written examination of the content of the training 
course just completed. Then, for a year, as Interns, they become involved in the varied 
activities assigned to Volunteer Master Gardeners.  
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Honour Avenues Maintenance Group 
REMEMBER THEM WITH PRIDE 

The old coastal trader lurched and began to roll to one side and it was obvious to 
those survivors struggling to get away from her looming hull and superstructure that 
soon the Vyner Brooke would roll right over and plunge in to the depths of the Bangka 
Strait. 
Built to carry only 12 passengers, the Vyner Brooke crammed in over 300 men, 
women and children in their desperate bid to escape the inevitable fall of Singapore. 
Among the passengers were Australian Army Nursing Sisters of the 2/10, 2/13 
Australian General Hospitals and the 2/4 Casualty Clearing Station who had been 
ordered out, against their wills, from Singapore on the 12th of February 1942. 
Japanese aircraft found the ship on the 14th of February 1942 and bombed it. 
After saving as many people as possible the Sisters were the last to leave the sinking 
ship on the command of the Senior Matron, O.D.Paschke. Sadly 11 were to drown. 
The surviving Sisters drifted in to Radji Beach on nearby Bangka Island. 
It was here that they were eventually discovered by a Japanese patrol who took all of 
the men further down the beach and around a headland where they were bayoneted. 
Returning to the Australian Nursing Sisters they herded them in to a line facing out to 
sea and forced them to start wading. It was then that they shot them all in the back. 
One Western Australian Sister lost her life in the sinking of the Vyner Brooke while a 
further four were among the twenty Sisters massacred on Radji Beach. 
As their bodies were never found you will find their names on the plaques in the 
Honour Avenue of May Circle, May Drive, Kings Park. 

8 Australian Division, Army Nursing Sisters 
Louvinia Bates, 2/13 AGH lost at sea 
Alma Beard, 2/13 AGH      shot 
Peggy Farmaner, 2/4 CC  shot 
Minnie Hodgson, 2/13 AGH shot 
Bessie Wilmott, 2/4 CCS   shot 

This is only one collective story of Western Australians 
who gave their lives in time of war, one from 1,536 
plaques that currently line the three Honour Avenues in 
Kings Park. 
  Photo: N Coleman 
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The Highgate RSL Honour Avenues Group, based in Kings 
Park, processes all requests for plaques and if the RSL’s 
criteria are met will carry out the work to the high standard 
required prior to a dedication. The dedication service involves 
an Army Padre, bugler, the CEO of the BGPA and an honour 
guard from the Honour Avenues Group. Approximately 10 
plaques are dedicated at any one service and at each service 
the serviceman or woman’s civilian and military background is 
read out to the assembled relatives and gathering. A total of 
340 plaques have been manufactured and dedicated since 
2003. 
All plaques in the Honour Avenues are cared for by the 
eighteen members of the Honour Avenues Group, whose 
average age is 73.8. This includes the placement of new 
posts and plaques, straightening posts knocked by parking 
vehicles, refurbishing, or the replacing of older plaques. The 
total hours worked from June 2012 to April 2013 was 1,758 
hours over 73 days and does not include that which was 
carried out within the homes of members. 
Additional services include the placement of an Australian 
flag on all plaques for ANZAC and Remembrance Days, 
school tours for local and overseas students and speaking at 
outside service and community clubs and organisations. 
During our weekly inspections of all Honour Avenues it is 
always pleasing to see bunches of flowers, or a small posy, 
laying at the foot of a plaque for this means the family has not 
forgotten a birthday, or the date of death, of a loved one. 
As we work amongst these plaques we see them as crosses, their spiritual grave at 
home and although we feel a great sadness at their sacrifice we have a great pride in 
serving our fellow service men and women wherever they may lay. 
 

LEST WE FORGET 

Norman G Manners 
Chairman, Highgate RSL Honour Avenues Sub-Committee 
 

“...just wanted to say how 
much the family 

appreciated the 
Dedication Day recently... 
The first time our family has 

had a get together in 20 years 
and what a way to do it – with 

a dedication of our great 
great uncle. We wouldn’t all 

be here today enjoying life 
without the soldiers who 

fought for us...” 

Photo: A Russell 

Photo: M Griffin 
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Appendix 3 – Publications 
The BGPA creates and contributes to, many publications throughout the year.  

BGPA Information and Publications 
All BGPA Annual Reports, Management Plans, strategic publications, legal 
statements, scientific papers and brochures are available to download from the 
BGPA’s website or in hard copy from the front reception offices in Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden and Bold Park. Information brochures are also available from the 
Kings Park Visitor Information Centre. Refer to the Maps, Brochures and Publications 
section for more information on BGPA publications revised or created in 2012/13. 
In addition, a range of botanical, gardening, historical, cultural and children’s books 
are available for sale at Aspects of Kings Park including the following BGPA published 
books: 

• A Joy Forever – The Story of Kings Park and Botanic Garden 
• Australian Native Plants – The Kings Park Experience (August 2013) 
• Australian Seeds (currently out of print) 
• Avenues of Honour (Kings Park Honour Avenues Groups) 
• Chunyart and the Cheeky Parrot (September 2013) 
• For People and Plants (the monthly Friends of Kings Park Magazine) 
• Friends of Kings Park Calendar (annually) 
• Kings Park and Botanic Garden: Western Australia (Souvenir Book) 
• Kings Park’s Special Trees 
• Memorials and Memories 
• Perth Plants: a field guide to the bushland and coastal flora of Kings Park and 

Bold Park, Perth, Western Australia (currently out of print). 

Scientific Journals and Publications 
Barrett R.L. (2012 Poranthera moorokatta (Phyllanthaceae), a rare new species from 

Perth, Western Australia. Nuytsia 22: 399–407. [WA Herbarium Plant of the month, 
Feb. 2013: http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/potm/?y=2013&m=2] 

Barrett R.L. and Wilson K.L. (2012) A review of the genus Lepidosperma 
(Cyperaceae: Schoeneae). Australian Systematic Botany 25: 225–294. doi: 
10.1071/SB11037  
[No. 1 most-read paper in ASB within 4 months of publication. Occupies entire 
journal issue.] 

Barrett R.L. and Wilson K.L. (2012) Gahnia halmaturina (Cyperaceae: Schoeneae), a 
new species from Kangaroo Island, South Australia.  Journal of the Adelaide 
Botanic Gardens 25: 1–4. 

  

http://www.aspectsofkingspark.com.au/�
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Barrett, R.L.  (2013)  Ecological importance of sedges: a survey of the Australasian 
Cyperaceae genus Lepidosperma. Annals of Botany 111: 499–529. 
doi:10.1093/aob/mct008 [Invited Review] [No. 20 most-read paper in AoB in Feb. 
2013] 

Barrett, R.L. (2013) Solanum zoeae (Solanaceae), a new species of bush tomato from 
the North Kimberley, Western Australia. Nuytsia 23: 5–21. [WA Herbarium Plant of 
the month, Apr. 2013: http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/potm/?y=2013&m=4] 

Barrett, R.L., Schmidt-Lebuhn, A.N. and Thiele, K.R. (2013)  Two Western Australian 
species of Ozothamnus transferred to Pithocarpa (Asteraceae, Gnaphalieae). 
Nuytsia 23: 103–108. [WA Herbarium Plant of the month, May. 2013: 
http://florabase.dec.wa.gov.au/potm/?y=2013&m=5]. 

Benigno S.M., Dixon K.W. and Stevens J.C. (2012) Increasing Soil Water Retention 
with Native-Sourced Mulch Improves Seedling Establishment in Postmine 
Mediterranean Sandy Soils.  Restoration Ecology. doi: 10.1111/j.1526-
100X.2012.00926.x 

Bohman B., Jeffares L., Flematti G., Byrne L.T., Skelton B.W., Phillips R.D., Dixon 
K.W., Peakall R. and Barrow R.A. (2012) The discovery of tetra-substituted 
pyrazines as semiochemicals in a sexually deceptive orchid.  Journal of Natural 
Products, 75: 1589-1594. 

Bradbury D. and Krauss S.L. (2013) Limited impact of fragmentation and disturbance 
on the mating system of tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala, Myrtaceae): 
implications for seed-source quality in ecological restoration. Australian Journal of 
Botany 61:148-160. 

Briggs B.G., Dixon K.W. and Johnson L.A.S. (2012) New species and variation in 
Lepidobolus (Restionaceae) from Western Australia. Telopea Journal of Plant 
Systematics 14: 29-36. 

Commander, L.E., Rokich, D.P., Renton, M., Dixon, K.W. and Merritt, D.J. (2013)  
Optimising seed broadcasting and greenstock planting for restoration in the 
Australian arid zone. Journal of Arid Environments 88: 226-235. 

DeLong J.R., Swarts N.D., Dixon K.W. and Egerton-Warburton L.M. (2013) 
Mycorrhizal preference promotes habitat invasion by a native Australian orchid: 
Microtis media.  Annals of Botany 111: 409–418. 

Espigares T.; Merino-Martín L.; Moreno-de las Heras M.; Nicolau,J-M. (2012) Intensity 
of ecohydrological interactions in reclaimed Mediterranean slopes: effects of run-off 
redistribution on plant performance. Ecohydrology:. DOI: 10.1002/eco.1307 

Flematti, G.R., Waters, M.T., Scaffidi, A., Merritt, D.J., Ghisalberti, E.L., Dixon, K.W. 
and Smith, S.M. (2013). Karrikin and cyanohydrin smoke signals provide clues to 
new endogenous plant signalling molecules. Molecular Plant 6: 29-37. 

Harrington, M.G., Jackes, B.R., Barrett, M.D., Craven, L.A. and Barrett, R.L. (2012). 
Phylogenetic revision of tribe Backhousieae (Myrtaceae): Neogene divergence, a 
revised circumscription of Backhousia and two new species. Australian Systematic 
Botany 25: 404–417.  
[No. 29 in most-read papers in ASB within 1 month of publication] 
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Hufford K., Krauss S.L. and Veneklaas E. (2012) Inbreeding and outbreeding 
depression in Stylidium hispidum: implications for seed sourcing for ecological 
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Appendix 4 - Scientific Research Projects 
Externally Funded Research 

1 Rocla Quarry Products: Developing sustainable restoration of Banksia 
woodland communities disturbed through sand quarrying activities (2000-
ongoing).  

2 Fire and Emergency Services Authority: Impact of fire suppressing agents on 
native vegetation in Western Australia (2005-2009). (PhD project to 2013) 

3 Millennium Seedbank Project: Seed conservation science for Western 
Australian orchids (2005-2009, 2012, PhD project 2013).  

4 Department of Environment and Conservation, Great Southern District:  Rare 
Plant Translocations program for Grevillea scapigera  

5 Department of Environment and Conservation, Yilgarn District, Wheatbelt 
Region Rare Plant Translocations program for Symonanthus  bancroftii 

6 Catalpa Resources (was Westonia Mines Ltd) funding for two new 
translocation sites for Eremophila resinosa continues. 

7 Rocla Quarry Products: Understanding the ecophysiological reasons that 
underpin Banksia species establishment (2006 -2013). 

8 Department of Environment and Conservation: Clonal propagation through 
tissue culture of the critically endangered Dryandra montana (Proteaceae) 
(2007-ongoing). 

9 Main Roads Department: Glossy Leaved Hammer Orchid conservation (2008-
2012). 

10 BHP Billiton Iron Ore “Seed Atlas for the Pilbara” (2008-2013). 
11 Iluka Resources: Conservation of the rare species Leucopogon ‘ciliate’ (2008-

2010). (PhD project to 2013) 
12 Gindalbie Metals Ltd: Conservation genetics of Acacia karina (2009-2013). 
13 Grange Resources Limited: An integrated research program focused on 

practical outcomes for the ex situ and in situ conservation, restoration and 
translocation of the DRF Androcalva perlaria (previously Commersonia sp Mt 
Groper) (Sterculiaceae) – a five year research and development program 
(2010-2015). 

14 Griffin Coal Mining Co: Integrated conservation and translocation of Caladenia 
lodgeana project (2009-2015). 

15 BHP Billiton: Investigation into the effect of topsoil stockpile age and depth on 
topsoil seed-bank and seedling recruitment (2010-ongoing). 

16 Rio Tinto: Genetic composition of key tree species at Weeli Wolli Creek (2010-
2014).     

17 Shark Bay Resources: An integrated research program focused on 
approaches for scaling-up rehabilitation of two seagrass species, Posidonia 
australis and Amphibolis Antarctica impacted by bitterns discharge from 
crystallizing ponds (2010-2012). 
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18 Shark Bay Resources: Research of seedling recruitment dynamics of 
transition zone flora in natural and restored systems (2011-2014). 

19 Sinosteel Mid-West Corporation Ltd.: research plan underpinning ecosystem 
restoration (2012-2017). 

20 Birla Nifty Copper Pty. Ltd.:  Vegetation restoration project in the Great Sandy 
Desert (2012-2015). 

21 BHP Billiton Iron Ore Pty. Ltd.: Pilbara Restoration Initiative executive support 
project (2012-2015). 

22 Cliffs Asia Pacific Iron Ore Pty. Ltd.: Ricinocarpos brevis restoration research 
program (2013-2017). 

23 Arriyadh Development Authority: Nature conservation strategy plan for the 
Riyadh region (2012-2013). 

Nationally Competitive Projects  
1. Development of cryopreservation for high value provenance collections of 

recalcitrant species used in post mining restoration. ARC Linkage grant 
LP0884027 (2009-2012: total funds $3,041,181). Administering organisation: 
Curtin University of Technology. Collaborative partners: Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology, The University of Queensland, The University of 
Western Australia and Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority.  

2. A multidisciplinary research program to assess limiting factors and predict 
impacts of climate change for endangered Australian orchids.  ARC Linkage 
grant LP0989338 (2009-2012: total funds $980,000). Administering 
organisation: Australian National University. Collaborative partners: Botanic 
Gardens and Parks Authority and The University of Western Australia. 

3. Mechanisms and manipulation of seed dormancy maintenance in annual 
ryegrass and other weed species. ARC Linkage grant LP0990923 (2009-
2012: total funds $296,476). Administering organisation: The University of 
Western Australia. Collaborative partner: Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority. 

4. Broad scale implementation of native grass germination enhancement 
technologies. RIRDC research grant PRJ-003853 (2008-2014: total funds 
$447,009). 

5. Discovery of the molecular mode of action of karrikins in plants.  ARC 
Discovery Project DP1096717 (2010-2012: ARC funds $300,000). 
Administering Organisation: The University of Western Australia. Collaborative 
partner: Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority. 

6. Establishing genetic guidelines for the effective ecological restoration of 
seagrass meadows.  ARC Linkage Project LP100200429 (2010-2013 
$392,000). Administering organisation: The University of Western Australia. 
Collaborative partners: Cockburn Cement Ltd, Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority and Department of Environment and Conservation. 
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7. Above and below-ground specialisation in Australian orchids and its 
implications for diversification and vulnerability. ARC Linkage Project: 
LP110100408 (2011-2014 ARC funds $460,000). Administering organisation: 
The Australian National University. Collaborative Partner: Botanic Gardens 
and Parks Authority. 

8. The roles viruses play in the decline of terrestrial orchids in Australia's hotspot 
of global biodiversity. ARC Linkage Project: LP110200180 (2011-2014: ARC 
funds $286,000). Administering organisation: Murdoch University. 
Collaborative Partners: The Australian Orchid Foundation, Samuel Roberts 
Noble Foundation, Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority. 

9. The spatial energetic of pollination failure in habitat restoration. ARC Linkage 
Project LP110200304 (2011-2016: ARC funds $629,084). Administering 
organisation: The University of Western Australia. Collaborative Partners: 
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority. 

10. Defining biologically significant units in Spinifex (Triodia spp.) for improved 
ecological restoration in arid Australia. ARC Linkage Project: LP120100350 
(2012-2015: ARC funds $549,000). Administering organisation: The University 
of Western Australia. Collaborative Partners: Chevron Australia Pty Ltd, Rio 
Tinto, Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, and Department of Environment 
and Conservation. 

11. High resolution X-ray micro computed tomography supporting West Australian 
geo-, physical and biological science. ARC Linkage Infrastructure Equipment 
and Facilities (LIEF) LE 120100095 (2012 ARC funds $620,000). 
Administering organisation: The University of Western Australia. Collaborative 
Partners: CSIRO, Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Curtin University of 
Technology, Edith Cowan University. 

12. The role of mycorrhizal fungi in the nutrition of temperate terrestrial orchids. 
ARC Linkage Project LP120200464 (2012-2016: ARC funds $415,000) 
Administering organisation: The University of Western Australia. Collaborative 
Partners: University of Sheffield, and Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority. 

13. Discovering the molecular mechanisms and origins of karrikin and 
strigolactone signalling in plants. ARC Discovery Project DP130103646 (2013-
2016: ARC funds $505,000). Administering organization: The University of 
Western Australia. Collaborative Partner: Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority. 

14. A world-class, high resolution scanning electron microscopy facility for West 
Australian researchers. ARC Linkage Infrastructure Equipment and Facilities 
(LIEF) LE 130100011 (2013 ARC funds $470,000). Administering 
organisation: The University of Western Australia. Collaborative Partners: 
Murdoch University, Edith Cowan University, and Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority. 
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Appendix 5 – Research Scientists and Students 
Research Scientists 
Information regarding the BGPA’s research scientists and students can be found by 
going to the Science section of the BGPA’s website.  

Externally Funded Research Scientists  
Dr Janet Anthony is the genetics laboratory manager. She also undertakes short-
term projects and assists with projects such as the genetic guidelines for the effective 
ecological restoration of seagrass meadows project. 
Dr Matt Barrett continues research on a four-year project defining biologically 
significant units in Spinifex (Triodia spp.) for improved ecological restoration in arid 
Australia (joint UWA project).  He also undertook short-term projects in the Kimberley. 
Russell Barrett undertook short-term projects in the Kimberley, and updated the 
‘Perth Plants’ book. 
Dr Lucy Commander continues research into seed enablement techniques of 
species in threatened ecological communities at Sinosteel Mid-West’s mine sites. 
Dr Carole Elliott commenced an 18 month contract to investigate the impacts on 
native plant populations of a removal of vectors of long distance dispersal (and in 
particular emus), and the consequences on the capacity of plant populations to 
respond to environmental impacts such as climate change and habitat fragmentation 
(joint Murdoch University project). 
Todd Erickson continued research on a seed program to develop a ‘Seed Atlas’ for 
the Pilbara to establish seed conservation and restoration methods following iron ore 
mining. 
Peter Golos continues research into experimental designs for restoration of a mine 
site in the Great Sandy Desert. 
Dr Anne Mathews commenced in January 2013 to develop the governance model, 
business plan, and operational plan for the Pilbara Restoration Initiative  
Dr Ellery Mayence  continues to research seedling recruitment dynamics of transition 
zone flora in natural and restored systems at Shark Bay.  
Dr Luis Merino Martin continues research on improving the restoration of threatened 
species communities occurring on banded iron formations as well as developing a 
new restoration soil science program to increase the Authority’s expertise. 
Dr Ben Miller assisted with ongoing review of fire policies/guidelines in Kings Park, 
and concluded a scoping study of restoration requirements in Saudi Arabia. 
Dr Paul Nevill is assessing the conservation genetics and phylogenetics of Acacia 
karina, a rare mid-west species impacted by mining, and also examining genetic 
variation in three Pilbara riparian tree species. 
Dr Belinda Newman  is undertaking research into the conservation and translocation 
of Caladenia lodgeana and also assisting with Millennium Seed Bank collections (joint 
UWA project). 
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Dr Ryan Phillips is undertaking research to assess limiting factors and predict 
impacts of climate change for endangered Australian orchids in collaboration with The 
Australian National University. Ryan also undertakes collections for the Millennium 
Seed Bank (joint ANUproject). 
Dr Liz Sinclair is involved in establishing genetic guidelines for the effective 
ecological restoration of seagrass meadows (joint UWA project). 
Dr John Statton concluded his research of seedling recruitment dynamics for the 
seagrass flora in the transition zone in natural and restored ecosystems, in partnership 
with Shark Bay Resources. 
Dr Jason Stevens is the BGPA/Rocla Quarry Products restoration ecophysiologist, 
and manages the restoration ecophysiology programs of the BGPA. 
Dr Sean Tomlinson is undertaking research on a joint UWA/BGPA project entitled 
The spatial energetics of pollination failure in habitat restoration. 
Dr Shane Turner is undertaking research into the conservation, restoration and 
translocation of the declared rare flora Androcalva perlaria (previously Commersonia 
sp Mt Groper) in partnership with Grange Resources and UWA. Shane has also 
commenced research of the declared rare flora Ricinocarpos brevis. 

Students 
Arwa Al-Hanbali (ECU) continues a Masters research project using molecular tools 
for the assessment of genetic mutation following cryopreservation in the Corrigin 
Grevillea (Grevila scapigera). 
Benjamin Anderson (UWA) commenced his PhD research investigating the diversity 
of Triodia basedowii E.Pritz species comples and its implications for the evolution of 
the Australian arid zone biota. 
Christine Best (UWA) completed her part-time Honours research investigating the 
reproductive biology of the threatened species Androcalva perlaria (previously 
Commersonia sp Mt Groper). 
Mark Bundock (UWA) submitted his PhD thesis investigating the effects of commonly 
used herbicides and adjuvants on native vegetation in Western Australia. 
Betty Mauliya (Liya) Bustram (UWA) continues her PhD researching methods and 
impacts of tissue culture and cryostorage for the rare Drakaea orchid species 
Alea Faber-Castell (UWA) is continuing her PhD research part-time into the 
conservation and biology of Australian duck orchids (Paracaleana). 
Kerryn Chia (UWA) is in her fourth year of her part time PhD project researching the 
ecology, seed dormancy and germination biology of Persoonia longifolia.  MERIWA 
awarded Kerryn Chia a scholarship for her second year of study of Persoonia 
longifolia for mine site restoration.  
Adam Cross (UWA) continues his PhD research into recruitment, dispersal and 
disjunction in Kimberley hydrophytes. 
Clare Courtland (Murdoch University) commenced her Honours project researching 
the ecological restoration of a threatened ecological BIF community. 
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Emma Dalziell (UWA) continues her PhD research into seed biology, dispersal and 
functional ecology of Western Australian Nymphaceae (water lilies). 
Todd Erickson (UWA) continues his PhD research investigating seed restoration 
science for the Pilbara flora. 
Laura Folan (UWA) commenced her Honours project investigating the role of seeds 
in weed management.  
Michalie Foley (UWA) submitted her PhD thesis on her research of the molecular 
ecology assessment of habitat fragmentation of Banksia ilicifolia. 
Arielle Fontaine (UWA) continues her Honours research project investigating the 
ecology of seeds with underdeveloped embryos (i.e. morphological and 
morphophysiological dormancy). 
Karen Frick (UWA) completed her Honours project investigating how pollination 
events impact on the genetic diversity of a restored, isolated habitat. 
Bryn Funnekotter (Curtin University) continues his PhD research project investigating 
cryopreservation of native plant species for conservation and minesite restoration.  
Ilena Gecan (UWA) completed her Honours project undertaking molecular ecology 
assessment of seagrass meadows. 
Lydia Guja (Curtin University) continues her PhD project investigating the relationship 
between seed dispersal mechanisms, seed germination traits and plant distribution in 
the coastal zone. 
Samuel Gustin-Craig (UWA) completed his Honours project entitled “Grazing on 
Posidonia australis transplants - is this part of the halo effect?” with supervisors John 
Statton, Gary Kendrick (UWA), Kingsley Dixon. 
Beorn Harris (UWA) submitted his PhD thesis on his research of biotechnology 
solutions for enhanced propagation of Western Australian Ericaceae for minesite 
restoration, while also developing an ex situ conservation program for an endangered 
species Leucopogon sp. ‘ciliate’. 
Tanya Hevroy (Curtin University) continues her PhD researching a conservation 
genetics and molecular phylogenetic study of the Grevillea thelemanniana complex. 
Joe Krawiec (ECU) commenced his PhD research into the conservation genetics of 
Ctenotus fallens in urban bushland remnants. 
David Leach (UWA) had his PhD thesis assessing the impacts of fire-suppressing 
agents on native vegetation in Western Australia, accepted.  
Wolfgang Lewandrowski (UWA) continues his PhD optimising seed germination and 
early seedling vigour to advantage direct seeding of Triodia (Spinifex) species – an 
interaction of seed physiology and seedling ecophysiology. 
Wei-Han Lim (UWA) continues his PhD investigations on functional aspects of orchid 
mycorrhizal relationships that will improve our ability to grow and manage orchid 
species in bushland. 
Dylan Martini (UWA) commenced his Honours project investigating Banksia seedling 
survival in restoration.  
Myles Menz (UWA) completed his PhD research project investigating habitat and 
pollination traits in the genus Drakaea. 
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Cameron Mounsey (UWA) continues his PhD research into mechanisms of early 
seedling establishment failures in restoration. The major focus of the project will be on 
understanding seedling – soil water relations in restoration sites. 
Shahab Nikabadi (UWA) continues his PhD research into understanding the 
ecophysiology of trophic transition with micropropagated terrestrial orchids of the 
South-West Australian Floristic Region (SWAFR) for improving restoration success.  
Rachel Ord (UWA) continues a PhD research program that will explore the potential 
to rehabilitate the Gnangara Mound pine plantation to native Banksia woodlands. 
Caitlin Pascov (UWA) commenced her Honours project investigating genetic connectivity in 
the BIF declared rare flora Acacia karina. 
Christopher Poulten (Murdoch University) completed his Honours project on 
assessing the genetic consequences of a removal of emus as vectors for the long 
distance dispersal of seeds in Leucopogons. 
Alison Ritchie (UWA) continues her PhD project investigating the pollination biology 
and gene flow in an ecological restoration context. 
Sacha Ruoss (UWA) submitted his PhD thesis investigating ecological adaptations of 
banded ironstone endemics to develop rehabilitation methods. 
Anamika Sortey (UWA) commenced her Honours project researching the cryogenics of 
plants of relevance to post-mining restoration. 
Jessica Stingemore (UWA) continues her PhD project investigating the landscape 
genetics and dispersal ecology of co-occurring Persoonia species (Persoonia longfolia 
and Persoonia elipticala). 
Ryan Tangney (Murdoch University) commenced an honours study focussing on 
Leucopogon seed dispersal within the broader project, “Dispersal and persistence of 
large-seeded forest species under global environmental change". 
Kate Valencia (UWA) commenced her Honours project investigating optimum use of 
different species of native flora in creating innovative “green walls” (landscape 
student). 
Mark Wallace (UWA) continues his PhD researching the role of chromosomal and 
genetic factors in the evolution of the genus Lepidosperma (Cyperaceae). 
Rachael Wheeler (UWA) completed her Honours project undertaking the genetic 
assessment of hybridisation in Tuarts. 
Susan Whiteley (UWA) completed her Honours project on cryopreservation of 
Aldrovanda vesiculosa – a rare carnivorous hydrophyte. 
Susan Whiteley (UWA) has commenced her PhD project investigating the use of 
biotechnology for the conservation of selected threatened Western Australian flora. 
Anna Williams (UWA) continues her honours project examining geographic patterns 
of chloroplast variation in mid-west Acacia species. 
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Visiting Scientists  
Dr Björn Bohman of Germany visited the UWA and Kings Park Science Laboratories 
for 8 weeks from September as part of the final year of an ARC funded collaborative 
research project with The Australian National University, UWA and the BGPA, 
researching the limiting factors and impacts of climate change for endangered 
Australian orchids. 
Professor Sir David Read is a visiting scientist collaborating on the orchid 
mycorrhizal program as well as a working with BGPA science staff on developing a 
major ARC grant opportunity. He is one of the world's foremost mycorrhizal biologists. 
Simon Rüger of ZIM Plant Technologyin Germany, visited to assist with  a 
collaborative project on Banksia tree decline. 
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Contact Details: 

Kings Park and Botanic Garden 
Fraser Avenue, West Perth 

Western Australia, 6005 
Telephone: +618 9480 3600 
Facsimile:  +618 9322 5064 

Aspects of Kings Park 
Fraser Avenue, West Perth 

Western Australia, 6005 
Telephone: +618 9480 3900 
Facsimile:  +618 9480 3911 

Bold Park 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 

Western Australia, 6014 
Telephone: +618 9387 0800 
Facsimile:  +618 9387 0899 

Email: enquiries@bgpa.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.bgpa.wa.gov.au 
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