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Front cover images (left to right): 1. Children enjoying The Tangle in Rio Tinto Naturescape 
Kings Park, photo courtesy of Lotterywest. 2. Young child enjoying activities during the 2012 
Kings Park Festival, photo A Russell. 3. Families enjoy the natural environments of Bold Park 
and Kings Park and Botanic Garden, photo J D’Arcy. 4.  More than 5.8 million people visited 
Kings Park and Botanic Garden during 2012/13, photo J D’Arcy. 
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Section 3: Significant Issues and Trends 

Current and Emerging Issues and Trends 
Services, Facilities and Infrastructure 
Kings Park and Botanic Garden remains one of the State's single most visited tourist 
destinations with more than 5.8 million visitors in 2012/13. Visitation has remained 
consistent despite interruptions to access and services from construction works in 
Kings Park. The BGPA has not recorded less than five million annual visitors since the 
2005/06 reporting year.  
High levels of visitation continue to apply pressure on existing operations and 
infrastructure, requiring ongoing upgrades and review. Regular maintenance programs 
are undertaken and assets are refurbished as funding allows.  
The cost of cleaning public facilities (toilets, barbeques, 
roads and pavilions) has increased by more than 200% in 
the seven years, with increased frequency and intensity of 
cleaning required to maintain presentation standards. 
Operating cost increases also include significant rises in 
costs of electricity (additional 12.5%) despite ongoing power 
conservation measures.  
Waste management (including litter pick up, rubbish 
disposal and recycling) costs have increased by 100% over 
the past seven years and traffic management past 
requirements have likewise increased with pressures on 
parking availability especially on weekends and public 
holidays. 

Biodiversity Conservation 
A key focus remains on the conservation and enhancement of bushland in Bold Park 
and Kings Park to achieve environmental targets, provide appropriate visitor access 
and interpretation and manage risks. Given the urban interface of these significant 
bushland reserves, fire risk management is a key consideration that is integrated into 
ongoing biodiversity conservation activities such as ecological restoration and 
monitoring, weed control and tree management. 
The occurrence of lower than average rainfall and extended dry periods has placed 
greater stress on bushland vegetation and reduced tree canopy cover in some areas 
of Kings Park and Bold Park bushlands. Consistent ecological restoration activities 
underpinned by ongoing research and monitoring are key requirements and long term 
commitment to conserve the native biological diversity of these significant A Class 
reserves located within a highly urbanised environment, for the benefit of future 
generations. Restoration activities aim to reduce threats to native biodiversity, improve 
bushland condition and establish resilient ecological communities in the longer term. 
  

The BGPA ensures that it cleans and 
maintains facilities to the highest possible 
standards for all visitors. 

Photo: S Albers 
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Ongoing strategies to conserve water resources have become more challenging in dry 
conditions in maintaining high standards of presentation and conserving the scientific 
living plant collections in the State’s Botanic Garden. Maintaining a highly efficient 
irrigation system with appropriate upgrades to incorporate improved water use 
efficiencies are key considerations in the BGPA’s internal resource allocation in order 
to meet community expectations of park presentation and responsible water use. 

Research and Development 
Kings Park is one of the leading botanic garden institutions in terms of its 
internationally significant research programs. Scientific research underpins adaptive 
management of the BGPA’s designated lands and assists in regional biodiversity and 
restoration projects. This is undertaken with government funding and through research 
grants and fee-for-service arrangements. Consolidated Appropriation allows the BGPA 
to leverage up to six times the research activities from external sources for 
conservation and restoration projects. 
Leading research by the BGPA in collaboration with the University of Western 
Australia has resulted in the discovery of a new mode of action for endogenous 
cyanide as a new class of germination stimulant. This has cemented the Authority's 
position as a leading seed science and technology research group. 
The BGPA continues to lead in the use of innovative restoration technologies to 
improve rehabilitation outcomes for the WA resources section, rural industries and for 
improving urban bushland conservation that spans important areas such as taxonomy, 
restoration genetics and restoration ecophysiology. 
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Likely Developments in the Year Ahead 
Kings Park Nursery and Depot Upgrade 
This capital works project will result in the replacement of ageing infrastructure and 
facilities in the depot and plant nursery and reconfiguration of the layout of key 
components to improve functionality, access and appropriate separation of the 
nursery. A new access road, key buildings and associated services and nursery 
facilities will be constructed to meet current and future operational requirements in 
accordance with the site Masterplan. 

Biodiversity Conservation Centre Stage Two 
The Biodiversity Conservation Centre Stage Two will provide 
new laboratories, related infrastructure and facilities for a 
restoration seedbank and associated science research. This 
increased capacity for research will support ground-breaking 
research for provision of cost-effective, proven and scalable 
restoration in Kings Park, Bold Park and throughout Western 
Australia generally. 

Saw Avenue Picnic Area Stage Two Works 
Variety WA have committed to sponsorship funding the Stage Two development of the 
popular Saw Avenue Picnic Area. Works are due to commence in 2014 with planned 
completion mid to late 2014. A concept design has been developed to include 
expanded adventure play elements, new picnic and barbeque facilities, access paths 
and a pedestrian pathway link from Thomas Street to May Drive. 

Relocation of the Kings Park Floral Clock 
This iconic Kings Park landmark was removed in 
March 2011 to make way for a new alfresco dining 
area at the Botanical Cafe, associated with the 
development of the State Reception Centre at 
Fraser’s Restaurant for the CHOGM Leader’s 
Retreat in October 2011. The clock infrastructure 
has been stored and will be serviced before being 
installed in a new location opposite the Botanic 
Garden entry. Works will be implemented in late 
2013, followed by planting. 

Revenue and Support 
Bold Park and Kings Park and Botanic Garden are open to the community 24 hours a 
day, every day of the year and do not generate any revenue from entry or parking 
fees. The community’s expectation that extremely high standards of presentation and 
service are maintained means the BGPA must continually review revenue 
opportunities, budget allocations and operational outcomes to support the high levels 
of visitation and subsequent maintenance and operations. 

Photo: R Barrett 

Photo: C Carey 
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Through business and commercial arrangements, the BGPA actively seeks to 
increase its revenue and external support in order to improve or provide additional 
visitor facilities and maintain the world-class parklands, bushland and Botanic Garden 
as well as community events such as the annual Kings Park Festival. Volunteer 
engagement strategies continue to be implemented to strengthen and support the vital 
volunteer network which contributes significantly in the delivery of services and 
functions of the BGPA. 

Biodiversity Conservation 
Ecological restoration of Bold Park and Kings Park 
bushland is a long term commitment requiring ongoing on-
ground activities and research programs to ensure that the 
native biological diversity of these significant ‘A’ Class 
reserves is conserved and enhanced in accordnce with the 
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority Act 1998.  
The restoration, rehabilitation and adaptive management 
work undertaken to conserve and enhance the bushland 
areas of Bold Park and Kings Park will continue. In 
particular the restoration, monitoring and weed 
management activities in the bushland areas, including the 
areas damaged by recent fires in Kings Park and Bold Park 
bushland and other disturbed or degraded sites. 

Research and Development 
The commencement of the research programs for the Restoration Seedbank Initiative 
is a major focus for the coming year. The Restoration Seedbank facility is the next 
step for more effective restoration of damaged landscapes in Western Australia. A key 
plank of this support is targeted research by the BGPA’s internationally recognised 
seed scientists that will underpin the Seedbank's operations and practical outcomes. 
Recruitment for the Initiative has commenced, with up to six new staff expected to be 
involved in the research programs. It is intended that this facility will develop into the 
largest research and development activity of its type in the world.   
Restoration research will continue to develop new approaches and technologies 
applicable to the bushlands in Kings Park and Bold Park including the development of 
a new approach to measure tree health and anticipate when trees are likely to decline 
due to water stress. 
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Contact Details: 

Kings Park and Botanic Garden 
Fraser Avenue, West Perth 

Western Australia, 6005 
Telephone: +618 9480 3600 
Facsimile:  +618 9322 5064 

Aspects of Kings Park 
Fraser Avenue, West Perth 

Western Australia, 6005 
Telephone: +618 9480 3900 
Facsimile:  +618 9480 3911 

Bold Park 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 

Western Australia, 6014 
Telephone: +618 9387 0800 
Facsimile:  +618 9387 0899 

Email: enquiries@bgpa.wa.gov.au 
Website: www.bgpa.wa.gov.au 
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