
The annual visitor survey always provides a great opportunity to 
engage more with visitors and get valuable insights into their 
experience of the park. It also helps the agency to plan and 
prioritize management activities.

The majority of feedback from the survey was overwhelmingly 
positive with all visitors surveyed rating their bushland experience 
and overall satisfaction with the park as either excellent or very 
good. Ninety-eight percent (98%) of visitors rated the cleanliness 
of the park as either excellent or very good. Satisfaction with the 
condition of trails had increased with ninety-three percent (93%) 
of visitors rating them as either excellent or very good, a five 
percent (5 %) increase from the 2015 survey. 

The survey also gives us an idea of the background of visitors, 
eighty-one (81%) of visitors were aged 36 years and over, with half 
of these aged fifty  years or more. 

The majority of visitors sixty-nine (69%) were female and around 
a third of visitors walked dogs in Bold Park.The annual visitor 
survey always provides a great opportunity to engage more with 
visitors and get valuable insights into their experience.
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the 2015 survey. The survey 
also gives us an idea of the 
background of visitors, eighty-
one (81%) of visitors were aged 
36 years and over, with half of 
these aged fifty  years or more. 
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UPCOMING 
GUIDED 
WALKS IN 
BOLD PARK

Bold Park trained volunteer guides will 
again lead our very popular sunset walks 
in January, February and March. Walkers 
can enjoy observing the park in the cool of 
the evening. Walks leave from the Ecology 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, and head up to 
the Reabold Hill lookout in time to view the 
sunset over the ocean. Starting times change 
as summer progresses.
 
JANUARY MONDAY 9 & TUESDAY 24, 
from 6 - 7.30pm
FEBRUARY MONDAY 13 & TUESDAY 28, 
from 6 - 7.30pm
MARCH MONDAY 13 & TUESDAY 21, 
from 5.30 - 7pm
 
Contact us or check website (see right) to 
confirm details closer to these dates.  

FRIENDS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY IN 2017
Next year will mark 30 years since we formed 
in response to UWA’s plan to sell 19 hectares 
of its Endowment land that was at the time 
being managed by Perth City Council as 
part of Bold Park. 

At this stage we plan to hold a celebratory 
Open Day late in the year, and to produce 
a publication on Bold Park, to be launched 
at the Open Day. Environmental and Spatial 
students from ECU will use graphics and 
information we provide to design a display 
that will feature at the Open Day and which 
we hope will then be set up for viewing at 
other local venues. Graphic design students 
from ECU will design the publication.          

Keep a lookout for more news in 2017, and 
meanwhile, please let us know if you have 
any thoughts on what we could do or ways in 
which you may like to participate. 
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RESTORATION
Good winter rains have provided ideal conditions for native species planted this season to get established. 
The majority of the 16 000 native seedlings have been planted within the Reabold Hill, Oceanic and Eastern 
Gateway precincts. In addition, ten mature Tuart trees have been planted in the verge area between the Ecology 
Centre and Camel Lake to provide ample canopy coverage as older trees senesce. Staff and contractors have 
been undertaking control of veld grass, pelargonium and euphorbia in the key restoration precincts including 
the Balga and Zamia West fire sites. Control of these invasive weeds has reduced competition with native 
plants for resources, giving them a better chance to thrive. 

BOTANIC GARDENS AND 
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDATE

COMMUNITY BANKSIA RESTORATION 
GRANT
The Friends of Bold Park Bushland Bushcare team 
and volunteers from Birdlife WA recently teamed up 
to plant 1500 seedlings within the Eastern Gateway 
helping restore the area and provide habitat for the 
endangered Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. Volunteers 
and BGPA staff spent two glorious mornings getting 
their hands dirty while planting Tuarts, Banksias and 
other key species. These events were part of a broader 
restoration program including weed control and 
Carnaby’s surveys all which aims to improve habitat 
and understanding of the population. Community 
engagement has been an important aspect of the 
grant activities, raising awareness of the threats 
and encouraging people to grow Carnaby friendly 
species in their home garden. The project was made 
possible with the funds from the Community Banksia 
Restoration Grant from the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife.

FIRE ECOLOGY PROJECT
After much anticipation and patiently waiting for 
the right weather conditions, the controlled burn in 
Bold Park successfully took place on Sunday the 24th 
of April. The burn is part of the BGPA Fire Ecology 
Project which focuses on the impact of different 
fire and weed management on plant species and 
bushfire risk. This research was implemented in Kings 
Park during May last year. Bold Park staff have been 
undertaking weed control in half of the plots as part of 
the research treatments. Spring will be a busy time for 
BGPA staff with surveys planned targeting seedling 
and re-sprouting emergence, weed prevalence and 
vegetation structure. Other indicators such as litter 
accumulation and soil moisture are being assessed 
on a seasonal basis. 

ANNUAL VISITOR SURVEY
The annual visitor survey always provides a great 
opportunity to engage more with visitors and 
get valuable insights into their experience of the 
park. It also helps the agency to plan and prioritize 
management activities.

The majority of feedback from the survey was 
overwhelmingly positive with all visitors surveyed 
rating their bushland experience and overall 
satisfaction with the park as either excellent or very 
good. Ninety-eight percent (98%) of visitors rated 
the cleanliness of the park as either excellent or very 
good. Satisfaction with the condition of trails had 
increased with ninety-three percent (93%) of visitors 
rating them as either excellent or very good, a five 
percent (5 %) increase from the 2015 survey. 
The survey also gives us an idea of the background 

of visitors, eighty-one (81%) of visitors were aged 36 
years and over, with half of these aged fifty  years or 
more. The majority of visitors sixty-nine (69%) were 
female and around a third of visitors walked dogs in 
Bold Park.

LEFT: RUSSELL MILLER HONOURS STUDENT CHECKS SOIL 
MOISTURE. 
RIGHT: SITTING WITH LAPTOP. PHD STUDENT RYAN TANGEY – 
SETTING UP AN EXPERIMENT TO EXAMINE SEED GERMINATION 
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Six years ago the   
Friends trained 

eighteen members 
to lead walks in 

Bold Park, using 
a Lotterywest grant 

to fund UWA science 
communicator, Dr Nancy 

Longnecker to deliver 
expert training.    

Although in 2016 we only had 
eight active guides, our walks were 

attended by 332 people, most of 
whom were local residents, but a number 
were overseas visitors. We held two sunset 
walks per month in the summer months, 
and three each month throughout the year, 

GUIDED WALKS IN BOLD PARK
BY STEPHANIE CLEGG

NEW CONES ON A MALE ZAMIA

with more during spring. Our most popular 
walks in 2016 were the torchlight night stalks 
held in the April school holidays. These were 
sponsored by the Town of Cambridge, which 
advertised the walks and turned on a much-
appreciated supper after each walk. The WA 
Naturalists Club helped us with several of 
these walks and the WA Wildflower Society 
provided extra support during spring.  

Our walks have a friendly, informal 
atmosphere. Guides provide interesting 
information about the park, and encourage 
walkers to take more notice of the small 
details that are often overlooked. Walks are 
suitable for all ages, as the guides vary their 
presentation to suit the group. We hope to 
see you at a walk in 2017! 

A GROUP OF WALKERS ENJOYING THE STORIES OF GUIDES JUDITH HARVEY (WA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY) 
AND SUE HARTLEY

A WALK GROUP ARRIVES AT REABOLD HILL 
LOOKOUT, LED BY GUIDE SUE HARTLEY

OUR GUIDES ARE ADEPT AT POINTING OUT 
FEATURES IN THE VIEW FROM REABOLD HILL, 
INCLUDING NEARBY BUSHLAND AREAS SUCH AS 
UNDERWOOD AVENUE BUSHLAND

ASPECTS – GIFTS THAT 
BENEFIT BOLD PARK

This Festive season visit Aspects to 
choose from a unique range of art and 
gifts designed by Australian artists.  
Aspects offer members of the Friends of 
Bold Park Bushland a discount of 15% 
on all purchases (to a $500 limit of any 
one purchase). Take advantage of free 
parking, complimentary gift wrapping 
and friendly staff to assist with your gift 
selection.
*please present your membership card to 
staff before they process you purchase.
All Friends of Bold Park membership cards 
have now been posted to those members 
who are financial for the 2016/2017 year. 
The cards are current until 28 February 
2017.
When you shop at Aspects in Kings 
Park make sure you show your card and 
request any discount to which you may 
be entitled.

JOHN MCNAUGHT (TREASURER) AND DAVID BALL 
(BUSHCARE TEAM) RECEIVED CERTIFICATES FOR 
TEN YEAR’S SERVICE AT THE BGPA VOLUNTEERS’ 
CHRISTMAS FUNCTION. WITH STEPHANIE CLEGG 
(PRESIDENT)
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RESTORATION
Good winter rains have provided ideal conditions for native species planted this season to get established. 
The majority of the 16 000 native seedlings have been planted within the Reabold Hill, Oceanic and Eastern 
Gateway precincts. In addition, ten mature Tuart trees have been planted in the verge area between the Ecology 
Centre and Camel Lake to provide ample canopy coverage as older trees senesce. Staff and contractors have 
been undertaking control of veld grass, pelargonium and euphorbia in the key restoration precincts including 
the Balga and Zamia West fire sites. Control of these invasive weeds has reduced competition with native 
plants for resources, giving them a better chance to thrive. 

BOTANIC GARDENS AND 
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDA
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COMMUNITY BANKSIA RESTORATION 
GRANT
The Friends of Bold Park Bushland Bushcare team 
and volunteers from Birdlife WA recently teamed up 
to plant 1500 seedlings within the Eastern Gateway 
helping restore the area and provide habitat for the 
endangered Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. Volunteers 
and BGPA staff spent two glorious mornings getting 
their hands dirty while planting Tuarts, Banksias and 
other key species. These events were part of a broader 
restoration program including weed control and 
Carnaby’s surveys all which aims to improve habitat 
and understanding of the population. Community 
engagement has been an important aspect of the 
grant activities, raising awareness of the threats 
and encouraging people to grow Carnaby friendly 
species in their home garden. The project was made 
possible with the funds from the Community Banksia 
Restoration Grant from the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife.

FIRE ECOLOGY PROJECT
After much anticipation and patiently waiting for 
the right weather conditions, the controlled burn in 
Bold Park successfully took place on Sunday the 24th 
of April. The burn is part of the BGPA Fire Ecology 
Project which focuses on the impact of different 
fire and weed management on plant species and 
bushfire risk. This research was implemented in Kings 
Park during May last year. Bold Park staff have been 
undertaking weed control in half of the plots as part of 
the research treatments. Spring will be a busy time for 
BGPA staff with surveys planned targeting seedling 
and re-sprouting emergence, weed prevalence and 
vegetation structure. Other indicators such as litter 
accumulation and soil moisture are being assessed 
on a seasonal basis. 

ANNUAL VISITOR SURVEY
The annual visitor survey always provides a great 
opportunity to engage more with visitors and 
get valuable insights into their experience of the 
park. It also helps the agency to plan and prioritize 
management activities.

The majority of feedback from the survey was 
overwhelmingly positive with all visitors surveyed 
rating their bushland experience and overall 
satisfaction with the park as either excellent or very 
good. Ninety-eight percent (98%) of visitors rated 
the cleanliness of the park as either excellent or very 
good. Satisfaction with the condition of trails had 
increased with ninety-three percent (93%) of visitors 
rating them as either excellent or very good, a five 
percent (5 %) increase from the 2015 survey. 
The survey also gives us an idea of the background 

of visitors, eighty-one (81%) of visitors were aged 36 
years and over, with half of these aged fifty  years or 
more. The majority of visitors sixty-nine (69%) were 
female and around a third of visitors walked dogs in 
Bold Park.
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BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT
Abundant winter rains spurred on a flurry of growth in the bushland. This kept staff busy throughout winter, 
with weed control in the key restoration areas now complete. In contrast, increasing summer temperatures 
signal the onset of seed collecting season. One of the early species collected has been the Field Woodrush 
(Luzula meridionalis), which is one of the Park’s 15 vulnerable species. This dainty, often difficult to find herb 
is flourishing in the Balga fire site. It grows to 15-40 cm from rhizomes and has small brown flowers. On the 
fauna front, Bold Park has had some unwelcome guests of the six legged kind. The European House Borer has 
been identified in some of the trees within the Pine Plantation bordering on Zamia Trail. After input from the 
Department of Agriculture and Food, the trees have been felled and chipped. BGPA is currently considering 
the best way to manage the Pine Plantation in the future.

FIRE ECOLOGY RESEARCH PROJECT
Following the much anticipated prescribed burn 
earlier this year, staff have been tackling weeds in the 
managed portion of the site. This has been no mean 
feat, with staff revisiting the site a number of times 
throughout winter and spring to target a variety of 
weeds. They have recently been assisting researchers 
to determine the number of native species present in 
the fire and the control sites. As part of this project, 
two new interpretive signs have been developed to 
share information regarding the project’s aims with 
visitors. The first sign is located a short distance from 
the Wollaston gate towards Zamia Trail.
The second sign will inform and encourage visitors 
to contribute to the project by taking and uploading 
a photo to the BGPA website. These pictures, taken 
from a fixed point, will enable visitors to view an 
animation on how the site is changing overtime. 

BUSHFIRE SEASON
As Bushfire Season has now commenced, BGPA 
has a dedicated Fire Management Officer on call, 
to liaise with Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services (DFES) and coordinate a staff response in 
the event of a bushfire. In preparation for the season, 
we have undertaken a range of measures including 
building maintenance, pruning and weed control. 
Fire trained staff have undergone refresher training 
in fire response and suppression and DFES crews 

IF YOU SEE ANY SMOKE OR FIRE IN 
BOLD PARK EVACUATE TO SAFETY AND

- CALL 000 -

This will ensure a quick response from 
both DFES, and BGPA staff.

 
 

www.bgpa.wa.gov.au  

A burning issue

Anthocercis ilicifolia 
Holly-Leaf Tailflower. Seed  
is stored in the ground  
and germinates after fire. 
Photo: BGPA

Scientists are trialling different combinations 
of controlled burning and weed management 
regimes in this area as part of a long-term 
research project.

The research aims to identify the best 
management approach to reduce bushfire risk 
and enhance native biodiversity. 

The research outcomes will inform future 
management of urban bushland that is under 
pressure from wildfire, weed invasion,  
clearing and climate change. 

Get involved in fire research
bold  park

Kennedia prostrata 
Scarlet Runner.

Photo: BGPA

June 2016 - The site two months after fire.
Photos: BGPA
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 • Line up your camera in the frame

• Take a photo and share it at 
     

• Discover how the site  
      changes over time on 
             www.bgpa.wa.gov.au

     #boldparkfirestudy
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have conducted familiarization tours of the park. 
Information regarding fire preparedness has also 
been distributed to our neighbors, as in previous 
years we will be implementing park closures on days 
of heightened fire danger.

BUSHCARE
The Bushcare group has had a successful and 
productive winter, targeting Pelargonium, Euphorbia 
and more recently Gladioli. Thank you to the core 
group of seven volunteers, including new members 
have been generously giving up their time each 
fortnight to assist us in reducing the impact of these 
weed species. 

FIELD WOODRUSH LUZULA MERIDIONALIS.
 


