AUTUMN EDITION

2018

FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY 16TH MAY, 7PM
Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Guest Speaker: Dr Neale Bougher,
Former Research Scientist at CSIRO and DBCA.
Now Honorary Research Associate, WA Herbarium.

“LONG-TERM SURVEYS OF FUNGI AT BOLD
PARK AND KINGS PARK”

ALSO AT THE AGM
Reports from the Friends and the Botanic
Gardens and Parks Authority, election of
committee for 2018, with vacant committee
positions. Current members may renew
their membership at the meeting, and new
members can join.

A DELICIOUS SUPPER WILL BE
PROVIDED!
AUTUMN WALKS IN BOLD PARK
APRIL Thursday 26th From Ecology Centre car
park (Perry Lakes Dr) 5-6.30pm. This family night
stalk walk is supported by the Town of Cambridge,
which will provide supper. Bring torches. RSVP on
Town of Cambridge website.
FUNGI SURVEY PARTICIPANTS EXAMINING SOME COLOURFUL SCARLET BRACKET
FUNGI AT BOLD PARK.

Scientific surveys to document the fungi of Bold Park
commenced in 1999. Parallel surveys at Kings Park began
ten years later. So far about 650 fungi species have been
recorded during the surveys, including species previously
not known anywhere in Australia and some new species to
Science. Undoubtedly many more fungi await discovery in
ongoing surveys, but already some interesting comparisons
between the fungi of Bold Park and Kings Park are becoming
apparent.

MAY
Sunday 6th, Saturday 19th and Thursday
31st From Tuart car park (Perry Lakes Dr),
9-10.30am. These walks will have a bushland
restoration theme. No RSVP necessary.
JUNE Saturday 2nd, Sunday 17th and
Thursday 28th From Tuart car park (Perry Lakes
Dr) 9-10.30am. Walk along Camel Lake Trail. No
RSVP necessary.
Please wear closed shoes and dress for the
weather. Check the BGPA website (see back
page), to confirm details closer to these dates,
and for dates after these months.

SUNSET WALKS REPORT

by Steve Lofthouse

PAINTED BUTTON QUAILS
ON THE INCREASE
by Jacque Shaw

LOVELY ORANGE BOBTAIL BASKING IN THE SUN

SUNSET IN THE PARK FROM REABOLD HILL

The first guided walks of 2018 proved to be
very popular as we switched to an early evening
timeslot throughout the warmer summer months.
January’s walks were so popular with children
on school holidays that we had to split into two
groups as we made our way from the Ecology
Centre gardens around to the Tuart Walk and up
to the top of Reabold Hill.
Our talented and knowledgeable volunteer
guides showed walkers some of the highlights of
the bushland in summer. The Slender Banksias
(Banksia attenuata) were finishing their flowering
season as the Acorn Banksias (Banksia prionotes)
came into bloom. Also in flower were the prickly
Snakebush (Hemiandra pungens) and the tangles
of Yellow Leschenaultia (Lechenaultia linarioides).
Although we weren’t lucky enough to see any
Rainbow bee-eaters before their migration back
to northern Australia, walkers were delighted
to see large flocks of Carnaby’s cockatoos
feeding amongst the trees, along with occasional
sightings of raptors, wrens and the many
honeyeaters which live in the park.
However the highlight of our evening walks in

summer is always the chance to watch the
sunset from the top of Reabold Hill. Even
the cloudier evenings provided a spectacle
as the horizon filled with a bright pink and
orange glow over the Indian Ocean. With the
sky darkening on our return to the Ecology
Centre, those with torches were able to search
for Wolf spiders emerging from their burrows
to start their nighttime hunt. As always, our
thanks go out to the wonderful guides who
volunteer their time and share their knowledge
with visitors to the park.
For those that missed out over summer, there
will be one more sunset walk on April 26th
leaving at 5pm from the Ecology centre, with
the Town of Cambridge providing a light
supper on our return. Remember to bring a
torch to search for nocturnal creatures! Our
remaining Autumn walks will be starting at
the regular time of 9am, departing from the
Tuart carpark and lasting approximately one
and a half hours. Walkers are encouraged to
wear comfortable walking shoes, bring a water
bottle and dress appropriately for the day’s
weather.

Whilst walking in the park this summer you
may have spotted these shy little birds foraging
through the undergrowth. These delightful
creatures are called Painted Button Quails
(Turnix varius). Over the past couple of months
there has been an increase in the population
in the park, which is good for the species as
numbers (according to Wikipedia) were recently
suspected as being in decline.
Painted Button Quails eat insects and seeds
and spend their days digging in a circular
motion in the ground to expose items of food
among the leaves and on the soil surface,
creating these round soil depressions called
platelets.
The birds are fairly well camouflaged so you
need to look carefully for them. Their overall
colour is grey with large white spots on the
breast which fade to off-white around the legs.
The head has small black-edged white spots
and they have a whitish/gray eye-brow.

Females are larger than their male
counterparts and surprisingly more colourful,
which is unusual in bird species. The wings and
body of the female are a chestnut colour, with
white spots and black, white-edged bars on
the wing.
The male is similar but the chestnut
colour is replaced with a more muted brown.
Interestingly, it is the males that incubate the
eggs and look after the young and the females
that are territorial.
The quails are quite small in size at
approximately 20 cm in length. They are
plump, flightless birds and therefore easily
caught by predators. Although their main
predators are thought to be cats and foxes,
they can also be caught by dogs, so please
make sure you keep your dog on a leash at
all times. This will ensure that these lovely
little birds are not accidentally killed by your
beloved pet.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDATE

BY MELISSA MYKYTIUK • COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER, BOLD PARK

RESTORATION
Almost 80 species of seed have been collected this season. Diplopeltis huegelii was one of the species with a
large collection of seed this year. It typically grows in sandy soils over limestone and is often found within heath
communities. The last of the cleaning and processing of seed, including the x-raying to determine viability is
being completed before seed is stored for future use in restoration and conservation programs.
Weed surveys have been completed throughout the Oceanic and Eastern Gateway precincts to map native
and weed species cover. The survey will inform the priority areas for veld and pelargonium control during the
upcoming season.
Staff have been undertaking weeding of Caltrop (Tribulus terrestris), which has a very spiny fruit similar to
Doublegee. Woody species including Olives and Japanese peppers have also been targeted to prevent their
spread throughout the park.
OPERATIONS
The crew are undertaking minor repairs to small sections of track that have been washed out due to erosion
and are continuing to prune vegetation to ensure safer access throughout the park.
The upgrade works to the Turf Farm car park are well underway with completion currently scheduled for the
end of May. The works have involved shifting the car park onto BGPA land providing formal parking with safer
access to park visitors and fencing to prevent unauthorized access. I am currently developing major and minor
entry signs for the new car park. The signs will be consistent with other car parks and entries but will feature
different flora and fauna.
DIPLOPELTIS HUEGELII
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