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FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY 13TH MAY AT 7PM 

BOBTAIL SUNNING ITSELF ON A TRAIL IN BOLD PARK

Bold Park covers 437 hectares and is one of the largest bushland 
remnants in the metropolitan area of the Swan Coastal Plain. The 
major topographical feature of the park is Reabold Hill, a natural high 
point (84m) that provides excellent views over the park, the coast and 
of Kings Park. Kings Park bushland comprises over 270 hectares of 
remnant vegetation and consists of a steep limestone escarpment 
rising prominently to 65 m above the Swan River, and a large sandy 
plateau of relatively flat terrain. Both A-class reserves support a rich 
diversity of flora, fauna and fungi, including regionally significant and 
vulnerable species.

Bold Park supports 310 native plant species that provides habitat for 84 
native bird species, 29 native reptile species, 3 native mammal species, 
3 native amphibians species, over 300 native invertebrate species, and 
479 species of fungi. 

Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Guest Speaker: Ryan Glowacki  
Bushland Manager BGPA 

FAUNA OF BOLD PARK

The talk will immerse the audience into 
the wonderful world of the fauna of Bold 
Park and include a look at the scientific 
research being undertaken in Bold 
Park and Kings Park that helps shape 
the way we manage the bushland. The 
talk will include information on the 
endearing Quenda which has made an 
amazing re-emergence in Kings Park 
and is providing visitors with enjoyment 
and helping to improve the bushland 
ecosystem. 

ALSO AT THE 
AGM

Reports from the Friends and 
the Botanic Gardens and Parks 

Authority, motion to accept 
revised constitution, awards, 

election of committee for 2019 
with vacant committee positions. 

Current members may renew their 
membership at the meeting, and 

new members can join. Copies of our 
2017 booklet on Bold Park will be 

available.  

A DELICIOUS SUPPER 
WILL BE PROVIDED!



A WOLF IN SPIDER’S CLOTHING  
by Steve Lofthouse

WOLF SPIDER AT THE OPENING OF ITS BURROW

As young children we are taught that spiders 
live in webs. However many species of spiders 
never build a web, instead being ground-based 
ambush hunters. Amongst the best of these are 
the wolf spiders (family Lycosidae) who catch 
their prey by prowling across the dirt like their 
mammalian namesake. 

Wolf spiders are common not only in Bold park 
but also in most suburban gardens. They are 
usually coloured in various shades of grey or 
brown to camouflage themselves amongst the 
sand and leaf litter. Their ability to disguise 
themselves can make them almost impossible 
to sight unless you disturb their hiding spot, 
causing them to flee across the ground. Many 
species build burrows, sometimes with a 
trapdoor lid, where they can retreat should 
danger approach. 

While many spiders will protect their egg sacs 
from predators, wolf spiders take maternal 
care to another level. Females will carry their 
egg sacs everywhere they go, attaching them 
to the spinnerets at the tip of their abdomens. 
When the baby spiders hatch they continue to 
stay close to Mum, riding on her back as she 
continues to run and hunt down prey. After a 
couple of moults of their exoskeletons to grow 
larger, the spiderlings climb a nearby bush 
and produce a thin line of silk which catches 
the breeze and makes them airborne. This 
behaviour, known as “ballooning”, allows them 
to travel far and wide to a new location where 

they will hopefully survive long enough to 
breed for themselves. 

One of the best ways to spot a wolf spider 
is to wait until it gets dark then go out with 
a torch. As an active predator they have 
excellent vision with two large eyes at the 
front of their head (with a row of four smaller 
eyes below and another eye on either side of 
the head). Like many nocturnal animals, the 
rear of their eyes reflects light, helping them 
to see in the dark but also making their eyes 
glow in torchlight. If you hold your torch near 
your eyes and scan the ground you may be 
able to spot the spider’s eyes twinkling like 
little green stars. The sunset walks with the 
Bold Park guides often end with us searching 
for these spiders as it gets dark on our way 
down Reabold Hill. Our final sunset walk for 
Autumn 2019 will be on April 16th. This walk 
is organised with the Town of Cambridge 
who will provide supper at the end. Spaces 
are limited so see the Town of Cambridge 
website to register your attendance. 

WOLF SPIDER



AUTUMN WALKS IN BOLD PARK

APRIL  Saturday 13th from Tuart car park (Perry Lakes Dr), 
9-10.30am. No RSVP necessary. 

Tuesday 16th - From Ecology Centre car park (Perry Lakes Dr) 
5-7pm. This family night stalk walk is supported by the Town of 
Cambridge, which will provide supper. Bring torches. RSVP on 
Town of Cambridge website.

MAY  Sunday 5th From Ecology Centre car park (Perry Lakes Dr) 
5-7pm. This family night stalk walk is supported by the Town of 
Cambridge, which will provide supper. Bring torches. RSVP on 
Town of Cambridge website.

Saturday 18th - followed by a park walk with morning tea. Meet 
at Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Dr 9.30am – 11.30am. This event is 
sponsored by the Urban Bushland Council, with Bold Park Guides 
assisting. More details on Urban Bushland Council’s website. The 
event is part of Heritage month, and the theme is black cockatoos. 

JUNE  Wattle themed walks Saturday 8th and Sunday 23rd. From 
Tuart car park (Perry Lakes Dr) 9-10.30am. No RSVP necessary. 

Please wear closed shoes and dress for the weather. Check the  
BGPA website (see back page), to confirm details closer to these 
dates, and for dates after these months.  



This summer staff have been busy collecting seed from the bushland with nearly 100 native species targeted. 
Following collection, the seed is processed, which includes cleaning and x-ray testing of the seeds to 
check quality. Seeds are then transferred into the BGPA seed storage facility. Some of the seeds will be 
incorporated into future restoration plantings while other seed will form part of the long-term conservation 
collection.

Woody Weeding has been conducted through 
restoration sites picking up Buckthorn, Japanese Pepper 
and Olive germinants and this year included Pelargonium 
control. Summer germinating Caltrop and Double Gees 
were also carefully removed by hand to stop the spread 
of their aggressive seeds.
The BGPA Arborist finalised tree inspections throughout 
the park with contractors undertaking remedial pruning 
along Oceanic Drive. Additional Tuarts saplings are 
being raised in the Kings Park nursery to supplement the 
mature trees along the verge. 
Minor maintenance has been completed on the timber 
work of the Reabold Hill boardwalk.
The Water Corporation has been conducting 
maintenance works at the Mount Kenneth Reservoir 
and Bold Park staff have been assisting to minimize the 
impacts on the park. The Water Corporation will also be 
installing a low retaining wall along the fence line to stop 
soil washing across Kulbardi Walk.
The Perth Festival event Boorna Waanginy, The Trees 
Speak, had a second showing in Kings Park during 
February. The event was a huge a success with 230,000 
people visiting over the four nights and very positive 
feedback. 

BOTANIC GARDENS AND
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDATE

BY STEVE EASTON • MANAGER BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC.
 PO BOX 4
 FLOREAT FORUM
 FLOREAT 6014
 PHONE: (08) 9480 3996
 EMAIL: friendsbp@bgpa.wa.gov.au
 www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/bold-park/community

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 PRESIDENT:  STEPHANIE CLEGG
 TREASURER:  JOHN MCNAUGHT
 MEMBERS:
   BARBARA KNOTT
   JACQUE SHAW
   STEVE LOFTHOUSE

X-RAY IMAGES OF SEEDS


