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RECENT GUIDED 
WALKS IN BOLD PARK

July is a good month to enjoy fungi walks in Bold Park. The 
cool, damp conditions result in a proliferation of interesting 
fungi, especially along Camel Lake Trail, which passes through 
woodland vegetation and alongside Camel Lake. Together 
with Roz Hart from the WA Naturalists Club, our Friends guides 
led three fungi walks. A great diversity of fungi were found, 
especially by younger walkers, whose keen eyes, closer to the 
ground, spotted some very tiny fungi growing amongst leaf litter 
by the trail, or on logs or tree trunks. The guides use Dr Neale 
Bougher’s field book, “Fungi of the Perth Region and Beyond”, 
published in 2009 by the WA Naturalists Club, to help identify 
fungi. 

Our August walks once again followed Balga Trail, off Rochdale 
Road in the southern section of the park. These walks were to 
observe the continued response of the bushland to the fire 
that burnt 12 hectares here in March 2012. The most noticeable 
feature along the trail was the stunning swathes of bright yellow 
Prickly Moses (Acacia pulchella), which grows abundantly for a 
number of years following fire. We also noticed Yellow Buttercups 
(Hibbertia hypericoides), and other species of wattle. With its 
bright wildflowers framing views to the city and the ocean, Balga 
Trail is definitely well-worth a visit, particularly in the spring, and 
for those who are fond of yellow! 

A CONTRASTING COMBINATION OF YELLOW WATTLE WITH PURPLE NATIVE WISTERIA 
ON BALGA TRAIL.

SPRING WALKS IN BOLD PARK 
The Friends of Bold Park Volunteer Guides 
will host free guided walks in Bold Park in the 
spring months of September and October. 
Let the guides show you some of the park’s 
spring wildflowers and the creatures that 
depend on them. No booking required 
other than for the School Holiday Night 
Stalk. All walks from the Ecology Centre on 
Perry Lakes Drive. 

Please bring water and wear sunscreen and 
sturdy shoes. Note that there are no toilets 
in Bold Park, although there are toilets at 
Perry Lakes.  

SEPTEMBER FESTIVAL WALKS: 
SAT 9TH, THURS 14TH, SUN 24TH - 9AM 
TO 10.30AM 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY NIGHT STALK: 
TUES 3RD OCTOBER - 5.30PM TO 7PM 
(including supper). Sponsored by the 
Town of Cambridge. Bring a torch. Please 
RSVP to the Town of Cambridge (see their 
website).     

OCTOBER: SAT 14TH - 9AM TO 10.30AM 

A series of walks will be held as part of the 
Friend’s OPEN DAY on SUNDAY 29TH 
OCTOBER: 

Bird Walk 9.15am to 10.15am (BirdLife 
guides)
Childrens’ Walk 10.30am to 11am 
(Naturalists Club guides)
Bushcare Walk 11.30am to 12.15pm 
(Friends guides)
Growing Local Plants Walk 12.30pm to 1pm 
(Wildflower Society guides)
For more information please see website, 
at www.bgpa.wa.gov.au . For enquiries, 
contact the Friends on friendsbp@bgpa.
wa.gov.au  



The Bushcare group started weeding again in 
early June, continuing our work in the Eastern 
gateway area targeting Euphorbia, Gladioli and 
Pelargonium. 

We teamed up with Birdlife WA for two planting 
days in June and July with the guidance of 
BGPA staff. With 28 volunteers across the two 
days we were able to plant over 2200 plants. 

On August 6th 
we were joined 
by the Friends 
of Kings Park 
Bushcare group 
to remove a wide 
range of weed 
species from the 
entry near the 
Tuart car park, 
including a couple 
of especially large 
pelargonium 
plants.

Teaming up with volunteers from these other 
groups proved very successful and we’ll 
continue to look for more opportunities to do 
so in the future.

BUSHCARE
BY STEVE LOFTHOUSE

PELARGONIUM -- ILLUSTRATION J.SHAW

GLADIOLI FLOWERS

30TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OPEN DAY
BY JACQUE SHAW

The preparations for the 30th Anniversary of 
Friends of Bold Park Bushland OPEN DAY, to be 
held on SUNDAY 29TH OCTOBER, are underway.

Edith Cowen University (ECU) Environmental and 
Spatial students, Patrycja Babinska and  Martina 
Dobson-Brown’s exhibition stand design was 
chosen from some very good submssions. 
Mel Hahn, another student from ECU, presented 
a children’s activity concept, which will also 
be used. The Friends committee were very 
impressed by the quality of the work that the 
students presented.

The exhibition will feature an overview of Bold 
Park, featuring vegetation, landform, Aboriginal 
use, birds, reptiles, fungi  as well as some 
historical information regarding the park’s early 
usage.

Importantly it will feature information regarding 
how the battle was fought and won over 11 years 
by the Friends to save Bold Park from property 
developers and gain the park its Class A reserve 
status. 

The exhibition will also detail the work the 
Friends are involved with today in the park and 
how they work with the current caretakers the 
Botanic Parks and Garden Authority.

EXHIBITION STAND DESIGN CONCEPT BY ECU STUDENTS PATRYCJA 
BABINSKA AND  MARTINA DOBSON-BROWN’

Many think that bushcare and weeding are pastimes that would attract people who 
are more mature in their years. However, Bushcare has some younger members on 
their team these days and it is always interesting to get an idea what these future 

conservationists think about the task at hand. 

WEEDING 
A YOUNG MAN’S PRESPECTIVE

by Dillon Spicer

The weeding process of Bold Park is far more 
interesting and enjoyable than anything you’d 
expect given the term “weeding”. 

The park is one of the most expansive in 
Western Australia and contains the highest 
natural point in the entire metropolitan area. 

Needless to say at no point have I had to 
tread the same ground weeding on multiple 
occasions. It’s more akin to exploring whilst 
pulling up some plants on the way, and getting 
the chance to experience things like owls 
landing right next to you and allowing you to 
take photos of them from merely a foot away.
Or stumbling upon a clearing where the 

ground is covered in moss and clovers, like 
somewhere you’d expect to find a Leprechaun. 

Personally, it’s just about the only thing that 
can motivate me to wake up before 1pm and 
leave the house, because every single time 
I’ve been out there to weed I experience 
something that makes the whole trip 
worthwhile, even on the days where the sun 
starts showing itself more than you’d like it to. 

I’d recommend it to anyone who wants to 
have some new experiences and wants to feel 
a sense of accomplishment in knowing that 
they’re aiding in the continued survival of one 
of Western Australia’s most valued parks.

BOOBOOK OWL SEEN WHILST WEEDING. PHOTOGRAPH BY DILLON SPICER



FIRE ECOLOGY PROJECT
As part of the project, the crew have been undertaking the control of grasses, lupins and annual weeds within 
the site. There is now a dramatic difference between the weed controlled and uncontrolled portion of the site.

RESTORATION
Control of Veldt grass is nearly complete in the Oceanic Precinct. Staff are now undertaking a survey of Bridle 
creeper and Geraldton carnation to map out which areas will be sprayed this season. The leafhopper has been 
particularly active so keep an eye out for white leaves that have been affected.

African corn flag and Geraldton wax are also being 
targeted and removed with a focus on mapping the 
corn flag with the pines.

OPERATIONS
Removal of dead Pine trees as part of the European 
House Borer Management Plan is in progress and 
due for completion next week.
Works to patch repair tracks are due to commence in 
August once there is a break in the rain.

BUSHCARE
On Sunday the 6 August, the Friends of Kings Park 
bush carers’ came to Bold Park to assist with hand 
weeding.  Twenty-five volunteers from both parks 
attended and made a big indent on the weeds at 
entry near Tuart car park. The session was a huge 
success and there are plans to host more joint 
sessions in the future. 

STUDENTS
Paul Hohler who is studying a certificate in 
horticulture and will be at Bold Park for a month to 
learn from the staff and assist with the on ground 
works at Bold Park. 

IF YOU SEE ANY SMOKE OR FIRE IN 
BOLD PARK EVACUATE TO SAFETY AND

- CALL 000 -

This will ensure a quick response from 
both DFES, and BGPA staff.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDATE

BY MELISSA MYKYTIUK • COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER, BOLD PARK
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