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A SPECTACULAR DISPLAY OF COCKIES’ TONGUES (TEMPLETONIA 
RETUSA) ON LIMESTONE HEATH IN THE PART OF BOLD PARK 

WHERE THE TRAIL WOULD BE LOCATED.     

TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE PROPOSED MOUNTAIN 
BIKE TRAIL FOR BOLD PARK
HELP PREVENT CONSTRUCTION OF A 3.2KM MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL 
IN BOLD PARK’S NORTHERN SECTION

In 2018 the Town of Cambridge employed consultants to investigate a 
range of cycling options (see the Town of Cambridge website). Council 
staff have now proposed three options for constructing mountain bike 
trails: two beginner/intermediate trails at Wembley Golf Course and a 
longer one for a wider range of users in Bold Park between Oceanic Drive 
and The Boulevarde. A public survey on the options is on the Town of 
Cambridge website until Friday 25 September. Please complete the survey, 
ranking the Bold Park option last, and providing your reasons in the 
comment box below the survey. Or you may prefer to email the Council 
on the topic. The Council’s website contains information and maps of each 
proposal.  

Bold Park is controlled by the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, the 
State agency that also manages Kings Park. Bicycling is not permitted 
in the park, nor are bike trails agreed to in the park’s management plan. 
If the Council decides to pursue the Bold Park option it would need be 
referred to the Board of the BGPA for approval, and potentially to the 
State’s Environment Minister; two hurdles which the proposal would 
hopefully not survive. But we would prefer to see this proposal nipped in 
the bud at a Council level, and not proceeded with at all. 

Our letter to the Editor in the POST newspaper of 12 September p16 
outlines the damage that a trail would do to the park, including disturbing 
tuart woodland and the fragile limestone heath plant community. The bulk 
of the park’s northern section has high conservation values, and the old 
drive-in site is ear-marked for restoration.              

Read more about the conservation values of this part of Bold Park 
overleaf.  



2 Bold Park North: A Hidden Jewel
The northern section of Bold Park, between 
Oceanic Drive and the Boulevard, is a 
relatively unknown part of the park. With 
only one designated walking trail crossing 
its breadth, it receives fewer visitors then 
some other parts of the park. However, the 
positive side to this is less disturbance to the 
flora and fauna that live here.

Carnaby’s Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus 
latirostris), classified as endangered at both 
State and Commonwealth level, frequently 
move through this part of the park to rest 
and feed. As large, somewhat clumsy fliers, 
they waste valuable energy if they are 
disturbed while feeding. Brown Goshawks 
(Accipiter fasciatus) have been seen nesting 
and raising their chicks amongst the high 
branches of the Tuarts. Goshawks usually 
prefer quieter areas of bush and have been 
known to swoop and drive away people who 
approach too close to their nest.

Mistletoebirds (Dicaeum hirundinaceum) 
have clearly been active too, as evidenced 
by the large number of semi-parasitic native 
mistletoe plants (Amyema species) attached 
to Eucalypt branches along Kulbardi walk. 
Mistletoebirds eat the mistletoe berries, with 
the seeds passing undamaged through the 
bird’s digestive system. Once “deposited” 
onto a branch, the seed is perfectly 
positioned to germinate and penetrate the 
tree’s vascular system to obtain water and 
nutrients. 

Despite only limited surveying in the 
northern part of Bold Park, several species 
of reptiles have been found amongst the 
heathland here. The low height of the 
heath plants creates open areas, perfect 
for reptiles to bask on a sunny day. You 
may have seen Shingleback and Wall Skinks 
sunning themselves on the sand or low logs, 
however some species sun themselves below 
ground! Many of Perth’s smaller snakes, 
legless lizards and burrowing Lerista skinks 
spend most of their lives underground. They 
slither and “swim” through the sandy soils 
in search of invertebrates (or each other) 
to eat. They will sit just below the surface 
of bare patches of sand to quickly warm up 
their bodies. Doing so keeps them safe from 
above-ground predators, but they are still 
vulnerable to being injured by people going 
off the walking trail.

Orchids are a group of plants notoriously 
vulnerable to disturbance, and several species 
have been recorded in the northern precinct. 
Many have common names that describe 
what the elaborate flowers resemble. Donkey 
Orchids (Diuris corymbosa) and Rabbit Orchids 
(Leptoceras menziesii) have long “ears” and 
the several species of Spider Orchid (Caladenia 
sp.) all have long thin petals and sepals 
that resemble the legs of a spider. The star-
shaped Pink Fairy Orchids are perhaps the 
most common orchid in this area and, despite 
the name, range in colour from deep pink 
to white. The shrubs that grow across the 
limestone ridges are not to be outdone for 
colour either. The winter reds of the Cockie’s 
Tongue (Templetonia retusa) have now faded, 
replaced by the pink of Diplopeltis huegelii 
and the yellows of several Acacia species.

But just looking at individual species means 
you can miss the complex relationships 
between different organisms within the same 
environment. It is important to consider the 
whole ecosystem, and the northern sector of 
Bold Park is home to ecological communities 
that are becoming rare in the Perth 
metropolitan area. 

Much of the bushland of Bold Park North 
qualifies as Tuart Woodland, recognised 
federally as a critically endangered ecological 
community. The large Tuart trees provide 
food and habitat for birds, reptiles and many 
species of invertebrate animals. Across the 
ridge to the north of Oceanic Drive the land 
is more exposed and the limestone soils 
shallow, unsuitable conditions for trees to 
grow tall. Instead the heath vegetation is 
shorter and denser. The heath is classified as 
“Northern Spearwood Shrublands”, a State 
Priority 3 ecological community type. This 
creates habitat for a whole other assemblage 
of plants and animals to thrive. With each 
plant sheltering its neighbour from the winds 
coming up from the ocean, removing even 
a few risks disturbing a much larger area of 
surrounding bushland.

It is imperative that this valuable area of 
bushland remain protected and free from 
disturbance. The long-term vision of the 
BGPA has always been to restore the former 
Skyline drive-in site and reconnect the areas 
of bushland that surround it. This plan should 
be given the time and resources to come to 
fruition.

CARNABY’S ON KULBARDI

INVERTS ON DIPLOPELTIS HUEGELII

SPEARWOOD SHRUBLAND HEATH

GOSHAWK



3 Upcoming walks
Town of Cambridge Nightwalk

October 6th, 5pm from WAEC Carpark. 

See the ToC website to register.

Fire Recovery along the Balga trail

October 17th, November 1st & 7th, all starting at 
9am from Wollaston Road carpark

SWAN RIVER MYRTLE

Other news
Volunteering Update

The FOBPB Bushcare team is looking to recruit some 
new volunteers. At this time of year we are focusing on 
removing weeds before they set seed. At other times of 
year we also assist the BGPA staff with seed collection 
and tree planting. The Bushcare group meets fortnightly 
on Sunday mornings, with training and tools provided. To 
join in you first need to be register as a FOBPB volunteer 
by contacting BGPA Volunteer coordinator, Larr Rose, via 
larr.rose@dbca.wa.gov.au

Social Media

As well as our Facebook Page, The Friends of Bold 
Park Bushland is now on Instagram! Follow @
friendsofboldpark to see plants, animals and views have 
recently been sighted in the park and don’t forget to 
share your own pictures with #boldpark to show us what 
you have spotted.

AGM Report

Our AGM was held on August 12th, delayed to this later 
date due to COVID. Our guest speaker, Dr Mark Harvey, 

gave a very engaging presentation on some of the 
arachnids can are commonly found around the Perth 
region. At the end, many of the members and guests 
could be seen excitedly comparing photos of their 
own spider finds from their backyards and their 
backyards. Town of Cambridge Councillor Alaine 
Haddon-Casey attended and made us aware that 
the Council is seeking responses to its proposal for 
mountain bike trails to be constructed in Bold Park. 
We were grateful this was raised as we were unaware 
of this, despite the idea having been in development 
since at least April when Council’s consultants 
conducted initial community consultation on cycling 
infrastructure within the Town.

Election of the Friends’ Management Committee for 
2020/21 took place and we welcome Norma Calcutt 
and David Bruce onto existing team. The committee 
and their positions are as follows:
President: Stephanie Clegg
Treasurer: John McNaught
Secretary: Steven Lofthouse
General Committee Members: Jacque Shaw, Barbara 
Knott, Norma Calcutt, and David Bruce.



Warm weather abounds and the bush is scattered with 
colour and sound, heralding Djilbas arrival. While 

lower winter rainfall has resulted in subdued flowering 
it appears the Donkey Orchids have decided to put on 
a show with some fantastic patches peppered around 
the park.

While the winter was dry the planting program 
was successful with 6600 plants from 53 species 
incorporated into restoration sites. We also extended 
planting of advanced tree species to the area eastern 
end of Oceanic Drive verge in front of Perry House.

In the bushland our staff and contractors have been 
busy targeting Veldt Grass through winter, with the 
focus on Restoration, Fire Ecology and the 2012 West 
Coast Highway Fire sites treated. With the warmer 

weather arriving the focus is shifting to bulbous and invasive species management. 

After COVID restrictions initially put a hold on volunteer activities, we luckily saw a relaxation in 
time for bushland care activities to begin, albeit with some minor modifications.  Having the extra 
hands to assist in planting and weeding makes a big difference to the park. 

The booming visitation that peaked with the restrictions has eased, though has had a lasting effect 
on our numbers. Through until early September we have seen a 20% increase in access from the 
same period last year.

In the Kings Park Nursery a series of trials are underway into propagation of locally native species. 
Funded by the Friends of Kings Park this work targets our more challenging restoration species 
which are in decline across the region. Results will be generated in over the next twelve months 
and will assist in producing healthy and vigorous plant specimens for future winter plantings.

Celebrating ‘Perth’s Green Heart’, the 2020 Kings Park Festival runs until the end of September. This 
year the festival focuses on guided walks and talks, wellness and outdoor fitness sessions along 
with a range of artistic displays and exhibitions. This year the Science Seminars have launched 
online, via Microsoft Teams on Thursday afternoons or afterwards on the Kings Park YouTube 
Channel https://www.youtube.com/user/bgpawagovau . This is a great opportunity to catch up on 
research conducted by Kings Park Science from the comfort of your own home. The last talk in the 
month will focus on the Fire Ecology program.
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President:  Stephanie Clegg
Treasurer:  John Mcnaught
Secretary: Steve Lofthouse
Members: Barbara Knott
  Jacque Shaw
  Norma Calcutt
  David Bruce


