SUMMER EDITION

2019

FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC

SUMMER SUNSET WALKS
IN BOLD PARK
Bold Park trained volunteer
guides will again lead our very
popular sunset walks in January,
February and March. Walkers
can enjoy observing the park in
the cool of the evening. Walks
leave from the Ecology Centre
on Perry Lakes Drive, and head
up to the Reabold Hill lookout to
view the sunset over the ocean.
Starting times change as summer
progresses.

BOLD PARK AT SUNSET

JANUARY WALKS:
Monday 7 and Tuesday 22
6pm - 7:30pm
FEBRUARY WALKS:
Monday 11 and Tuesday 26
6pm - 7:30pm
MARCH WALKS:
Monday 11 and Tuesday 26
5:30pm - 7pm
Bring a torch and wear suitable shoes. The nearest toilets are in Perry Lakes reserve.
For more information please see website, at www.bgpa.wa.gov.au. to confirm details closer to these dates.
For enquiries, contact the Friends on friendsbp@bgpa.wa.gov.au

COMMON PLANTS FOR SUMMER
by Steve Lofthouse

LECHENAULTIA

Spring may have finished but there are still
many kinds of wildflowers to be seen in Bold
Park. One of the more common flowers to
see at this time is the Yellow Leschenaultia
(Lechenaultia linarioides). These small, shrubby
plants grow up to a metre high with long, thin
branches that tangle together. The showy
flowers have two thin, pinkish-red lobes at the
top and three larger creamy yellow lobes below.
They grow in sandy or limestone soils from
Perth to Shark bay and are quite common in
Bold Park.
You may have noticed that the scientific
name, Lechenaultia, has an unusual spelling.
It was named by the Scottish botanist Robert
Brown after the French botanist Jean-Baptiste
Leschenault, who he met when the British
expedition he was on, led by Matthew Flinders,
came across the French expedition led by
Nicolas Baudin. This meeting point in South
Australia was named Encounter Bay. Brown had
assumed that Leschenault would have spelled
his name the typical French way, without the
letter ’s’, so used this spelling when naming the
plant genus after him. While the ’s’ was included
in scientific writings for a while afterwards, the
conventions of scientific names means that the
first name given to a genus or species is correct,
so the misspelled but scientifically correct
version is what botanists use today. Fortunately,
common names don’t follow the same rules so
we mere plant enthusiasts can still write “Yellow
Leschenaultia”.

Another plant that flowers in the hottest
months is the snakebush (Hemiandra
pungens). The speckled purple flowers of this
prickly groundcover are particularly attractive
to the blue banded bee (Amegilla spp.).
Unlike the European honeybee, blue banded
bees are capable of “buzz pollination”,
shaking the flower so that it releases its
tightly held pollen. This is important not
only for some of our native plants but also
improves the pollination of many food plants
like tomatoes, eggplants and chillis. Blue
banded bees live a solitary life with females
digging a burrow in the ground. Here they
will lay their eggs, each with a ball of pollen
mixed with nectar to feed the growing larvae.
The adults will die in the cold of winter,
with the next generation emerging from
underground in spring.

SNAKEBUSH - HEMIANDRA PUNGENS (ILLUSTRATION BY JACQUE SHAW)

FIRE SEASON

Although the start to summer has been quite mild the fire season is well underway with BGPA staff undertaking
a range of activities in preparation. Weed control, building inspections and access maintenance has all been
completed, with site familiarisation with key staff. BGPA staff have conducted pre-season refresher training
on fire suppression appliances, equipment and safety. A Fire Management Officer roster is in place that is
notified of any fire reports for Bold Park and liaises with the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and
coordinates BGPA response to bushfire.
IF YOU SEE ANY SMOKE OF FIRE IN BOLD PARK EVACUATE TO SAFETY AND CALL 000
This will ensure a quick response by both DFES and BGPA staff.

Aspects of Kings Park offer Friends of Bold Park Bushland members a 15% discount on purchases up to a
$500. Please show your membership card to receive this discount.

BOTANIC GARDENS AND
PARKS AUTHORITY UPDATE

BY STEVE EASTON • MANAGER BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

RESTORATION
Both natives plants and weeds have taken advantage of the good winter rainfall making for a busy end to
spring. Weed control continued well into November targeting highly invasive weed species such as Black Flag,
Watsonia and Lachenalia. Staff have now moved onto Pelargonium and woody weed control. Seed collection
has begun targeting the early maturing species including some of our less common bushland plants such
as Sphaerolobium linophyllum and Ptilotus sericostachyus. These seeds will be cleaned and processed over
summer prior to being transferred to storage for use in future restoration activities.

EVENTS SEASON
The Summer Events Season is underway with Moonlight
Cinemas open for business and a full line up of Concerts
programmed through to April.
Following the success of Boorna Waanginy: The Trees
Speak in 2017 Kings Park will again play host to this
wonderful experience for the opening of the 2019 Perth
Festival.
From Friday 8 to Monday 11 February, 2019 this
immersive walk-through experience starts on Fraser
Avenue following a winding 1.2km trail, into the heart of
the Western Australian Botanic Garden culminating at
the Pioneer Women’s Memorial.
Huge projectors will transform the trees and avenues of
into a moving canvas, where trees and flowers bloom,
flocks of birds descend, wetlands fill, bush fires rage and
the stories of the formation of Western Australia’s unique
landscape unfurl around you.
A full program of events can be found at https://www.
bgpa.wa.gov.au/kings-park/events/events-calendar/
category/350-summer-events-program
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