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SUMMER SUNSETS AT THE PARK

SUMMER SUNSET WALKS IN BOLD 
PARK 
Bold Park trained volunteer guides will again lead our very popular 
sunset walks in January, February and March. Walkers can enjoy 
observing the park in the cool of the evening. Walks leave from the 
Ecology Centre car park off Perry Lakes Drive opposite the skate 
ramp, and head up to the Reabold Hill lookout to view the sunset 
over the ocean. Starting times change as summer progresses.

 

  January 

 Tuesday 5 and Monday 18, 

 6 - 7.30pm

 February 

 Monday 8 and Tuesday 16, 

 6 - 7.30pm

 March  

 Tuesday 2 and Monday 15, 

 5.30 - 7pm

 

Check the website (see back page) to confirm details closer to these 
dates. 

Bring a torch and wear suitable shoes. The nearest toilets are at 
Perry Lakes reserve.   

 



2 Chatty honeyeaters of Bold Park
With a variety of banksias and other 
flowering plants, there is always 
something in flower in Bold Park, 
providing a year-round supply of 
nectar for the several species of 
honeyeater.

The White-Cheeked Honeyeater 
(Phylidonyris niger) is perhaps the 
most common in Bold Park. They 
often feed in small groups, flying 
within a few metres of the ground. 
As their name suggests, they have a 
large patch of white feathers below 
their eyes, distinguishing them from 
the otherwise almost identical New 
Holland Honeyeater (Phylidonyris 
novaehollandiae). While common in 
many gardens around Perth, the New 
Hollands are not seen as much within 
Bold Park.

A similarly sized bird is the Singing 
Honeyeater (Lichenostomus virecens), 
with a black stripe through the eye 
and a streak of yellow below. As well 
as nectar, they feed on insects and 
berries and thrive even in cleared 
landscapes. Like many honeyeaters, 
their nests are made from grasses 
and thin twigs weaved into a bowl 
or cup shape and held together with 
cobwebs. These nests are often the 
target of cuckoos which remove a 
honeyeater egg and replace it with 
their own, tricking the honeyeater 
parents to raise the cuckoo chick. 

The smallest honeyeater in Bold Park 
is the Brown Honeyeater (Lichmera 
indistincta). Light brown in colour 

with tints of yellow on the wing and 
tail, their scientific name refers to their 
lack of distinctive feature, However, 
what they lack in size and colour they 
more than make up for with volume, 
making some of the loudest calls of 
any of our bush birds.

The largest of the South West’s 
honeyeaters is the Red Wattlebird 
(Anthochaera carunculata), named 
for the flaps of red skin that droop 
from their cheeks. They use their size 
to bully some of the other species 
and dominate prime feeding areas. 
They are common throughout Perth’s 
urban bushland areas as well as many 
gardens. Their slightly smaller relative, 
the Western Wattlebird (Anthochaera 
lunulata), lacks the red cheek flaps and 
is only occasionally seen in Bold Park.

Another less common sighting for 
Bold Park is the Western Spinebill 
(Acanthorhynchus superciliosus). 
They have long curved bills which are 
perfect for feeding on the flowers 
of kangaroo paws and other native 
plants. The males have beautiful 
patterns of chestnut, black and white 
bands of feathers with the females 
being much plainer.

The Birds of Bold Park brochure 
provides illustrations and information 
on these and many other birds that 
are known from the park. You can 
download it from the BGPA website or 
pick up a printed copy at one of the 
Friends’ guided walks or near the front 
door of the Ecology Centre.

WHITE CHEEKED HONEYEATER

WHITE CHEEKED HONEYEATER ON BANKSIA

RED WATTLEBIRD

https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/images/pdf/bold_park/b_bp_birds_v0414.pdf


3 Fire Prepardness
In preparation for the fire season activities have been underway since late winter with weed control in key 
precincts, staff training, equipment checks and upgrades, liaising with DFES on response arrangements and park 
familiarisations all taking place.

As with previous years BGPA will be applying our Park Closure Plan related to fire weather conditions. Staff 
monitor Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) and Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) advice. If DFES 
issues a Total Fire Ban and there is also a BoM forecast for Very High or greater fire danger rating, Bold Park will 
be closed to the public and staff will conduct patrols.

If this occurs a notice is displayed on the BGPA website and Friends activities, including Guided walks, will be 
cancelled. 

DFES advice can be found at https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/#totalfirebans with the BoM displaying the fire 
danger rating on the Perth Forecast page http://www.bom.gov.au/wa/forecasts/perth.shtml

If you see a fire in Bold Park please call ‘000’ and 

notify DFES. This will generate notification and 

response from BGPA as well.
If you are in the park make your way along the safest route to a park exit.

Aspects of Kings Park offer Friends of Bold Park Bushland members a 15% discount on purchases up to a $500. Please 
show your membership card to receive this discount.

https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/#totalfirebans
http://www.bom.gov.au/wa/forecasts/perth.shtml 


S pring in the park was busy as always with late rainfall benefitting our winter plantings. 
Unfortunately, the weeds were also grateful and control of highly invasive weed species such as 

Black-flag and Lachenalia kept staff busy before we moved onto Geraldton Wax.

With the arrival of warmer weather seed collection has begun and some of the more challenging 
species have been targeted for bagging. This involves waiting until flowering is complete and 
fruit set begins. Staff then use stockings to cover portions of the plant, allowing seed to mature 
and collect as it drops from the plant. This means seed are fully developed and is a more efficient 
method of collecting species with slow or staggered maturation. This approach has been taken to 
target Hybanthus calycina, Lomandra maritima and L. preissii among others. 

While the plants still have their spring growth Bushland and Nursery staff have also been collecting 
cutting material to produce plants for next winters planting season. The late growth is looking 
ideal for a range of species to propagate, particularly the Hibbertia’s.

Following a series of small fires around both Bold Park and Kings Park our staff worked with the 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services and Police Arson Squad to identify the person involved. 
This was ultimately successful with a person charged with lighting these fires before fire season 
began in earnest. 

The Kings Park Events team have been busy preparing for the summer season. Returning this year 
Moonlight Cinemas will be starting on the 3rd of December making the most of the warm summer 
nights. Prompt Corner are confirmed for a January showing at the Saw Avenue Amphitheatre. 
COVID restrictions meant that the concert season was looking lean, though with the borders 
opening we are expecting a rush on concert bookings. Simple Minds will be performing on 2nd of 
December followed by Human Nature on the 12th of December. If a night of music in the open 
air is to your liking keep an eye on the BGPA events calendar for updates on additional concerts. 

And finally, a brief note to say the Lesley Hammersley, Director of Horticulture & Conservation 
and Grady Brand, Senior Curator Kings Park & Botanic Garden are retiring from the agency. Lesley 
came from Royal Botanic Garden Cranbourne in 2000 to the position of Manager Biodiversity 
Conservation based at Bold Park. She was instrumental in implementing the inaugural Bold Park 
management plan and oversaw expansion of restoration activities and significant improvements 
around the park to enhancing public infrastructure. Since then Lesley has progressed to the Director 
position maintaining oversight of Bold Park. While the focus of Grady’s 43 years with the Agency 
has been on Kings Park, his skills have extended to Bold Park through the production of restoration 
greenstock and horticultural development of the gardens using the local native species.  While they 
will be missed we wish them all the best in their retirement adventures.

4 Botanic Gardens And Parks Authority Update
BY STEVE EASTON MANAGER BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
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