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Draft Bold Park Management Plan Released
The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority is seeking 
community feedback on the Draft Bold Park 
Management Plan 2022 - 2027 that will guide park 
management over the next five years. 

A copy of the draft plan can be viewed or downloaded 
from the BGPA website. Hard copies are available from 
the Kings Park and Botanic Garden Administration (1 
Kattidj Close, Kings Park) or can be viewed at the Visitor 
Information Centre (Fraser Avenue Kings Park). 

We encourage you to make a submission to provide 
feedback on the proposals in the plan via the online 
survey or by a separate written submission to planning@
bgpa.wa.gov.au, or in writing to Planning Officer, Botanic 
Gardens and Parks Authority, 1 Kattidj Close, Kings Park 
WA 6005. .

The closing date for submissions is Monday 31 January 
2022. 

To make your submission as effective as possible: 
• be clear and concise; 
• refer your points to page numbers, subject headings 

or numbered initiatives in the plan; 
• say whether you agree or disagree with any of the 

content within each section - clearly state your 
reasons, particularly if you disagree; 

• give sources of information where possible; and 
• suggest alternatives to any aspects of the plan with 

which you disagree. 
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10 years of Volunteer Guiding in Bold Park  by Norma Calcutt

After Bold Park was secured as 
an A Class reserve and placed 
under the management of 
the Botanic Gardens & Parks 
Authority (BGPA) in 1998, 
the Friends began looking 
at opportunities to give the 
park’s visitors a meaningful 
and informative bushland 
experience.  With Bold 
Park’s 437ha of bushland, 
17 kilometres of walking 
trails, dramatic terrain 
and panoramic views, the 
Friends believed that a 
dedicated group of volunteers 
committed to conducting 
guided walks would be of 
considerable public interest 
and benefit.  

In late 2007, through funding 
provided by the Urban 
Bushland Council, a workshop 
was held in the Ecology Centre 
to investigate the viability 
of developing a Guiding 
Programme for Bold Park.

As a result of this workshop 
many recommendations were 
made to the BGPA about how 
a guiding programme could 
be developed for Bold Park.  A 
Steering Committee was set 
up with representatives from 
BGPA, Friends of Bold Park 
Bushland, the Urban Bushland 
Council, the Wildflower Society, 
Birds Australia and the WA 
Naturalists Club.  

This committee met during 
2008 and it was agreed 
that the Friends apply for 
Lotterywest funding to set up 
a Guiding Programme in Bold 
Park.  In late 2009 Lotterywest 
funds were granted and the 
Friends’ guiding programme 
began in 2010.  A Course Co-
ordinator was employed, 
the course advertised and 
applicants selected.  Key 
components of the course 
were the park’s botanical, 

ecological and scientific 
significance, its historical and 
cultural background, as well 
as Guides’ communication 
skills and BGPA management 
strategies for the bushland.  A 
range of specialists delivered 
lectures and field trips were 
undertaken in the park.  After 
a three-month training period 
our graduates emerged as the 
inaugural Bold Park Volunteer 
Guides, replete with brand 
new uniforms and enormous 
enthusiasm.

The Guides continued to 
educate, inform and update 
their guiding programme 
with meetings and  invited 
specialist guest speakers.

Advertising the walks in the 
Post newspaper was a winner 
with the community and the 
walks were well attended all 
year round.  Themed walks 
became a regular feature, 
again proving popular with the 
community.

Since its inception, the Guided 
walks programme has been 
a constant highlight in the 
Friends calendar and we 
congratulate our Guides for 
their dedication and success. 
Sharing their knowledge and 
enthusiasm for Bold Park with 
the broader community has 
become the predominant 
form of raising the park’s 
profile. 

Apart from the fun and the 
educational role the Guided 
walks programme gives to the 
community, we also believe it 
plays a vital role in changing 
people’s behaviour and 
attitude towards not only Bold 
Park but bushland generally.

Well done Bold Park Volunteer 
Guides!

GUIDE DAVID BRUCE

NEWLY TRAINED GUIDES IN 2010
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WALKS IN BOLD PARK 
During the hot Summer months our 
guided walks will be taking place 
during the evenings as the bushland 
cools down. The daytime animals 
are enjoying their final feeds before 
preparing to sleep while the nocturnal 
creatures start to emerge as it gets 
dark.

Join our volunteer guides on one of 
these free walks to learn more about 
the bushland at this time of year.

Dates
January: Tuesday 4th and Monday 10th

February: Monday 7th and Tuesday 
15th

March: Tuesday 1st and Monday 14th

All walks begin at 6pm from the WA 
Ecology Centre carpark, opposite the 
skate park on Perry Lakes Drive, and 
finish at approximately 7.30pm. Wear 
sturdy shoes, dress for the weather 
and bring a torch to light the path 
after dark. Check the BGPA website for 
updates in case of extreme weather 
conditions.

WALKS IN THE EVENING

GUIDE POINTING OUT SOME BUSHLAND BIRDS

It has already been a warm start to the season, and it looks like the summer is going to be long and hot. BGPA 
staff have completed preparations for the fire season and have been liaising closely with DFES.

As with previous years BGPA will be applying our Park Closure Plan related to fire weather conditions. Staff 
monitor Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) and Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) advice. If DFES 
issues a Total Fire Ban and there is also a BoM forecast for Very High or greater fire danger rating, Bold Park will 
be closed to the public and staff will conduct patrols.

If this occurs a notice is displayed on the BGPA website and Friends activities, including Guided walks, will be 
cancelled. 

DFES advice can be found at https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/#totalfirebans with the BoM displaying the fire 
danger rating on the Perth Forecast page http://www.bom.gov.au/wa/forecasts/perth.shtml

If you see a fire in Bold Park please call ‘000’ and notify DFES. This 
will generate notification and response from BGPA as well.
If you are in the park make your way along the safest route to a park exit.



There has been a recent detection of the Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer (PSHB) which directly affects BGPA lands, staff 
and volunteers. Polyphagous shot-hole borer Euwallacea fornicatus is a black or brown beetle approximately 2mm 
in length that is native to Southeast Asia. The beetle attacks a wide range of plants by tunnelling into trunks, stems and 

branches. 

PSHB has a symbiotic relationship with a Fusarium fungus, cultivating it inside the tree as a food source for the beetle and 
its larvae. In susceptible trees, the fungus kills vascular tissue causing Fusarium dieback and tree death. Establishment of 
this pest in WA would have significant impact on amenity trees, native vegetation, and the fruit and nut tree industries.

A positive identification of PSHB has been made in a number of Ficus macrophylla at Mounts Bay Gardens, Kings Park. 
Initial surveys of the area indicate that this is an established location for the beetle, which may have been present for some 
time.

The BGPA is coordinating an internal response to manage the current site, to better understand the extent of the incursion, 
and to limit spread of PSHB. This will involve a coordinated response within the BGPA, and working closely with our 
colleagues at DPIRD, DBCA and other stakeholders.

An extensive survey of target trees will be undertaken to identify any additional sites on BGPA lands. This includes surveys 
within Bold Park in the near future. Bushland staff have been trained in the spotting of potential incursions and they will be 
on the lookout in Bold Park. Impacted species currently are Ficus, Erythrina, Platanus or Quercus however, there is potential 
for PSHB to infect some native species.

Control agents and methods for protecting our collection and treating infested sites are being investigated however, in the 
meantime it is critical that no plant material over 2cm be removed from BGPA lands, or transported between Bold Park and 
Kings Park by staff or volunteers to prevent inadvertent spread of PSHB.

Members of the public can assist with the control of PSHB by looking for the signs of an infestation in trees in the park, in 
home gardens and around your local area. These signs include entry holes the size of a ballpoint pen tip, discolouration of 
wood, and gum or frass being extruded from the tree. If you see any of these signs, take a photo (including a ruler, ballpoint 
pen, etc to help indicate the size) and report it to the DPIRD Pest & Disease information service via the MyPestGuide 
Reporter app or by emailing padis@dpird.wa.gov.au
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Executive 
Committee

FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC.
PO Box 4
Floreat Forum
Floreat 6014
Phone: (08) 9480 3996
Email: info@friendsofboldpark.com.au
www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/bold-park/community

President:  Stephanie Clegg
Treasurer:  John McNaught
Secretary: Steve Lofthouse
Members: Barbara Knott
  Jacque Shaw
  Norma Calcutt
  David Bruce @friendsofboldpark

EUWALLACEA FORNICATUS LATERAL FEMALE. PSHB ENTRY HOLES


