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Friends of Bold Park Bushland

DR MARK HARVEY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Wednesday 12 August 7pm
Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat

Guest Speaker: DR MARK HARVEY (WA Museum)
“Spiders and other creepy-crawlies from the Perth region”

Although insects are the dominant organisms that inhabit the earth’s 
terrestrial ecosystems, arachnids such as spiders, mites and scorpions 
are also abundant and extremely diverse. Spiders are common 
inhabitants of all land environments, and can be routinely found in 
and around houses in urban environments. Dr Harvey will talk about 
some of the more common species that occur in the Perth region, 
providing insights into their diversity and conservation. The cast 
includes trapdoor spiders, red-back spiders, daddy-long-leg spiders, 
orb-weaving spiders, peacock spiders and scorpions, among many 
others. 
Dr Harvey is Head of the Department of Terrestrial Zoology and Senior 
Curator (WA Museum). He is an internationally recognised systematist 
specialising in arachnids and other terrestrial invertebrates. He studies 
the evolutionary origins of Australia’s fauna and is particularly 
interested in the conservation of short-range endemic species such as 
subterranean fauna and trapdoor spiders. He is currently Vice President 
of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature.

 

ALSO AT THE AGM 
Reports from the Friends and the Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority, election of committee for 2020 (with vacant 
committee positions). Current members may renew their 
membership at the meeting, and new members can join.
 

A DELICIOUS, APPROPRIATELY DISTANCED, 
SUPPER WILL BE PROVIDED! 

 



2 Walks in Bold Park 

Bold Park Quiz
1 Who said: “To maintain a small patch of wild countryside with wild animals and 

plants where city people can see them is an enormously valuable thing to do, a great 
refreshment of the spirit for people who live in towns ...” about Bold Park?

A. Bob Hawke B. David Attenborough C. Richard Court

2 Bold Park is the largest bushland area in the urban area of the Swan Coastal plain?

True False

3 This plant, pictured right, is very important to Bold Park.
What is it?

A. Banksia B. Wattle C. Tuart

4 These are solitary insects, pictured right. 
What is it called?

A. Blue Banded Bee B. Blue wasp A. Blue bottle fly

5 Camel Lake owes its name to the fact that camels were quarantined at this 
site during the years of the gold-rush?

True False

Answers:
1. B
2. True
3. C 
4. A
5. True
6. B

6 Who was the first person to own the land that encompassed Bold Park?

A. William Bold B. Henry Trigg C. Joseph Perry

August walks: Fungi theme
Saturday 8th and Sunday 16th

9am-10.30am Tuart carpark

September walks: Wildflower theme
Saturday 5th and Sunday 13th

9am-10.30am Ecology Centre

Note that the nearest 
toilets are at Perry Lakes 
Reserve. 

Check the website, at 
www.bgpa.wa.gov.au to 
find more information and 
confirm details closer to 
these dates. 

For enquiries, contact the 
Friends on friendsbp@
bgpa.wa.gov.au 



3 Forests of Fungi by Steve Lofthouse

The winter rains always bring out a large range of 
fungi throughout Bold Park. Fungi are somewhat 

strange organisms, more closely related to animals 
than plants. For most of the year they exist only 
as a network of thin strands, called hyphae, that 
stretch throughout the soil and other organic 
matter. But the rains prompt them to produce their 
fruiting bodies which emerge into the open air 
and release their spores. Thanks to the work of Dr 
Neale Bougher and the Perth Urban Bushland Fungi 
Project, we know of around 500 species that have 
been found within Bold Park.

BIRD’S NEST FUNGI

Colourful species are the easiest to see, like the 
scarlet bracket fungi which is commonly seen on 
old logs and dead wood. While extremely common 
in these parts, British mycologists marvel upon 
seeing it as it is so rare for them. Ghost fungi look 
mostly white during the day but the dark of night 
reveals their bioluminescent glow. It is just visible to 
the naked eye on very dark nights while the fungus 
is fresh, but photographing with a long exposure 
time reveals an eerie green glow that comes from 
the gills.

Other fungi may be smelled first. The dog poo 
fungus is named for the odour that these puffballs 
give off when fresh. This is the fungus that often 
pushes up through the bitumen of the Bold Park 
carparks, creating potholes for the BGPA staff to 
patch up each year. Stinkhorns have a slimy spore 
mass that gives off an odour resembling faeces or 

rotting flesh. Fortunately, there are also fungi with 
a more pleasing smell. The Curry Punk is a bracket 
fungus that grows on the trunks of trees and gives off 
spicy curry smell.

Fungi come in many shapes and sizes, including the 
classic “mushroom shape” of the large family of agaric 
fungi, round underground earthballs, and skin fungi 
that give a velvety coating to dead wood, sometimes 
in bright yellow or purple colours. The yellow brain 
fungus earns its name from its folded appearance 
while the birds nest fungi appears to hold a cup of tiny 
eggs which burst open to spread their spores.

An easy to use field guide to our local fungi can be 
downloaded for free from the WA Naturalist’s Club 
website to help you identify these and many other 
amazing fungi that you’re likely to see on your next 
winter bushwalk.

GHOST FUNGI 

YELLOW BRAIN FUNGUS

https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/files/2011/11/FieldBook_2017-Edn-final.pdf
https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/files/2011/11/FieldBook_2017-Edn-final.pdf


W inter arrived with some solid cold fronts and the bush 
is alive with fresh green growth, just in time for the 

return of our volunteers.  

Staff have completed Pelargonium control and have now 
moved onto the winter weeds, focusing on restoration 
sites in advance of greenstock planting. A healthy 
collection of plants were delivered to Bold Park from the 
Kings Park nursery in late June ready to go in the ground. 

Early plantings have been undertaken into the Ecology 
Centre beds which included some of our vulnerable species. 
Incorporating these into our horticultural collections 
enables us to keep a close eye on them, the favorable 
conditions encourage better seed set for collection and 
inclusion in future restoration activities.

Restoration plantings in the bushland began in early July through our key restoration sites. To 
accompany the restoration planting we will be trialing a selection of alternative tree guards so you 
may notice some cardboard and coir features appearing in the bush. The durability of these products 
will be assessed along with their impacts on plant survival. The guards are placed around species 
which are prone to grazing, protecting them during the important establishment phase. 

The increased visitation associated with COVID restrictions peaked in April has tapered off though 
remains well above average. It has been great to see so many people getting out and enjoying the 
park even with the cold weather arriving.  Those of you visiting with your dogs we do require that 
you control them on a leash and clean up after them. 

The line marking has been refreshed at Reabold Hill and we have incorporated Motorcycle parking 
bays.

The Agency was successful in securing funding from the WA Waste Authority to install recycling bins 
in Bold Park and Kings Park. These have recently been installed at Reabold Hill, Tuart and Camel Lake 
car parks and. It is important that visitors pay attention to what is being placed in the recycling bins 
to prevent contamination – unfortunately, coffee cups are not accepted in the recycling.

4 Botanic Gardens And Parks Authority Update
BY STEVE EASTON MANAGER BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

NEW RECYCLING BINS

Address
details

Executive 
Committee

FRIENDS OF BOLD PARK BUSHLAND INC.
PO Box 4
Floreat Forum
Floreat 6014
Phone: (08) 9480 3996
Email: friendsbp@bgpa.wa.gov.au
www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/bold-park/community

President:  Stephanie Clegg
Treasurer:  John Mcnaught
Secretary: Steve Lofthouse
Members: Barbara Knott
  Jacque Shaw


