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CHRISTCHURCH GRAMMAR SCHOOL PLAYING FIELDS

PROPOSED NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT NEXT
TO BOLD PARK

Members may have seen letters and articles in the POST newspaper recently, about the
Christchurch Playing Fields site which immediately abuts the southern section of Bold Park,
south of Rochdale Road in Mt Claremont.
The school wishes to sell the playing fields, after first convincing the Town of Cambridge to
attempt to change the area’s designation as “reserved for Parks and Recreation” under the
Town of Cambridge Local Planning Scheme, to “Residential zone”. Within the Metropolitan
Region Scheme, the site is already zoned residential, a zone which can include sports
facilities.
The Friends have a number of concerns in relation to proposed housing at the playing
fields, as development will impact on Bold Park’s conservation values. The original
management plan for Bold Park, dated 2000, proposed the southern part of Bold Park
as a ‘sanctuary’ zone, and consequently it has not been developed for public access. Its
dense, shrubby vegetation, including wattle thicket, has provided protection for small
birds, including three species of fairy wren. The Friends have long envisioned this area as
a potential site for the reintroduction of small marsupials into Bold Park. The playing fields
have provided a buffer, helping to protect this bushland from impacts of the Mt Claremont
residential area.
The introduction of housing immediately on the park’s boundary would bring with it a
range of adverse impacts: rubbish, dumping of domestic garden refuse, spreading of
weeds, trampling and across the fragile heath vegetation and sandy hills, and - perhaps
worst of all - an increased number of cats, which would predate on the small bush birds
that seek sanctuary in this part of the park.
FAIRY WREN

The Town of Cambridge will be holding a Public Forum on the proposal at
6pm on Monday 12 July at the Council offices. An RSVP is necessary – if
you are interested in attending please phone the Council.
The forum will outline: the land ownership and history of the playing fields; the planning
background and process for amending the Cambridge planning scheme; and the Minister
for Planning’s power in relation to the scheme. There will also be a question and answer
session. After the forum we will be able to provide members with a summary of the
situation. We urge members to become informed about this proposal, as there will no
doubt be opportunities for community input into the planning process.
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Wonderful Wildflowers
While there is always something in
flower in Bold Park, the next few
months are the true wildflower
season in south-west WA. With good
rainfalls so far, we’re hopefully in for
an extra bright display this year.
The early season flowers are out
now, the Noongar season of Makuru.
The basket bush (Spyridium
globulosum) has tiny white flowers
growing in small bunches, white and
purple pearl flowers (Conostephium
pendulum) have been seen growing
alongside some of the trails and the
bright reds of the cockie’s tongue
(Templetonia retusa) have started
to appear en masse across some of
the ridges. Hovea and hardenbergia
flowers will also start appearing
soon, with their vibrant purple colour
attracting many insect pollinators.
Warmer weather and sunnier days
will signal the start of djilba season
when the wildflower displays of the
south-west really take off. Several
species of acacia will add lots of
bright yellow to the bushland, as
will the blooms of guinea-flowers
(Hibbertia sp.). One-sided
bottlebrushes (Calothamnus
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quadrifidus) and spider-net grevilleas

(Grevillea preissii) add splashes of
red while the ashy-white flowers of
smokebush (Conospermum sp.)
stand out against their dark green
leaves. The delicate flowers of several
species of orchid will also start
appearing throughout djilba.
It’s not just the shrubs, many trees will
be flowering too. Jarrahs and flooded
gums have creamy white flowers, as do
some of the smaller eucalypts including
redheart (E. decipiens), and Fremantle
mallee (E. foecunda). By the end of
September, we should start seeing
the largest flowering structures in the
bush, those of the bull banksia. These
large spikes are actually made up many
hundreds of flowers tightly packed
together.
These are just a small fraction of the
species that will be in flower over the
next few months, so we encourage you
to get out into the park and see what
you can find. Come along to one of
our free guided walks to find out more
about the species in flower or share
your favourite finds with us on social
media. Happy wildflower spotting!

PEARL FLOWER

HARDENBERGIA
HOVEA

ONE-SIDED BOTTLEBRUSHES

@friendsofboldpark
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WALKS IN BOLD PARK
Signs of Makuru.
Saturday July 10th and Sunday July 18th,
starting at 9am from the Camel Lake
carpark.
No RSVP required.
Fire Recovery.
Sunday August 15th and Saturday August
21st, starting at 9am from the Wollaston
Rd entry.
No RSVP required.
DONKEY ORCHIDS

Wildflower Walks.
Saturday September 4th and Sunday
September 19th, starting 9am from the
WA Ecology Centre.
As these walks are part of the Kings Park
festival, please reserve your place via the
BGPA website events calendar.
Remember to wear sturdy shoes and
dress for the weather. Check the website
or our Facebook page to confirm details
closer to the date.
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY VOLUNTEER GROUP

Volunteering

Bold Park’s wonderful teams of volunteers have all been busy this year. Our guides continue to lead their regular walks each month
pointing out what can be seen in the bushland at different times of the year. The Adopt-a-Highway group have been busy collected
rubbish from the area bordering West Coast Highway, helping to prevent litter from travelling any further into the park. The Bushcare
team has also returned with tree planting taking place this month and then regular weeding sessions through to the end of Spring.
If you’re interested in assisting with Bushland restoration, the Bushcare team are looking for volunteers to join them fortnightly on a
Sunday morning. Please contact the BGPA volunteer coordinator on volunteer@bgpa.gov.au to express your interest.
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Botanic Gardens And Parks Authority Update
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oody Weeding has come to an end however, the team are manually conducting control of Caltrop and
Double Gees to stop the spread of their aggressive seeds. Staff have completed Pelargonium control
and have now moved onto the winter weeds, focusing on restoration sites in advance of greenstock
planting. Veld Grass is currently the prime target and good rainfall has helped this species emerge throughout
the bushland. Weed control contractors are currently spraying Veld Grass in Lot 87, which has recently been
incorporated into Bold Park, before moving onto the 2012 fire site near West Coast Highway.
A healthy collection of plants were delivered to Bold Park from the Kings Park nursery and restoration plantings in
the bushland began in late June through our key restoration sites. Early plantings have also been undertaken into
the Ecology Centre beds which included some of our vulnerable species. Incorporating these into our horticultural
collections enables us to keep a close eye on them with favorable conditions encouraging better seed set for
collection and inclusion in future restoration activities.
Visitor counts at several pedestrian only access points across the park began in June with the use of motion
sensing cameras. Staff have been positioned at car parks have been counting vehicle occupancy with. Volunteers
are kindly providing their time to supplement the occupancy counts and search through the images to get
a snapshot of usage in Bold Park. These figures will be used to compliment vehicle count data to refine our
annual visitation figures. This project will continue in the 2021/22 financial year to improve on the dataset and
incorporate seasonal change.
Park patrols by staff have been focusing on dogs off lead as we continue to receive community complaints. Staff
have been using camera imagery to program a more targeted approach and follow up on repeat offenders. The
bike tracks near the skyline drive-in monitored by staff have been showing signs of usage. A new track entering
the bushland from Scenic Walk and cutting through the Acacia pulchella var goadbyi population has BGPA
concerned for the long-term survival of this vulnerable species with a POST article published to draw attention to
this issue. Remote sensing cameras have been deployed and staff will be paying particular attention to the area
during the school holidays.
The current Bold Park Management Plan, available via the BGPA website, is currently under review and we are
seeking community views on the new version of the plan. You are invited to provide input on issues, priorities and
opportunities you would like to see addressed in the management plan by:
• Making a written submission via email to planning@bgpa.wa.gov.au and/or
• Completing the online Bold Park Community Survey, available on the BGPA website and Facebook pages. If
you have feedback regarding specific areas of the park that you like or believe could be improved, drop a pin
on the map tool.
We encourage you to share the survey via your colleagues and/or networks. The deadline for completing the
survey or making a written submission is 5pm Friday 23 July 2021.
The draft Bold Park Management Plan 2022 – 2027 will be available for public comment in late 2021. The final
plan is anticipated to be released in early 2022.
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